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‘ ! . the Sanctuary Light bids all 
to kneel before the feet of God 


Never extinguished, except on Good Friday 
when the Eucharist is removed from the altar, 
the Sanctuary Light bids all who approach the 
Tabernacle to kneel in recognition of the veiled 
Presence there. 


Representing on earth the seven heavenly lamps of 
the Apocalypse, this symbolical light deserves the finest 
in materials and workmanship. That’s why Will & Baumer 
compounds and manufactures sanctuary lights with especial 
care. Our Lux Domini Sanctolite, a rubrical light conform- 
ing with Canon 1271, is stable, will not deteriorate, smoke 
or smudge. Its cleanliness, convenience and economy all 
recommend it. Fits any standard sanctuary lamp. 


Wi éBaumer 
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FEDERAL ROLE IN SCHOOL AID 

The President’s scheme to help-the-States-to-help- 
local-school-districts construct urgently needed public 
schools is at least ingenious. Whether it is also realistic 
js another question. 

How much cold cash is the President asking Con- 
gress to spend for the construction of public schools 
during the three-year emergency period his program 
envisages? Very little—only $66 million « year, in fact. 
The old Thomas bill out of which sprouted the sharp 
Federal-aid hassel of 1949 would have cost Washing- 
ton $300 million a year. Costs have since risen. 

The Eisenhower proposal, in essence, is a contriv- 
ance to enable the States and local school districts 
to shoulder their own emergency school-building ex- 
penses. Its contribution is that of easing the pain by 
underpinning State and local borrowing with Federal 
credit over a period of 30 years. 

Uncle Sam can unquestionably make things a lot 
simpler for people by lubricating the terms on which 
they can incur financial obligations and ultimately 
pay back sums of money otherwise beyond their 
reach. We have seen this in the Federal Housing 
Administration, GI loans and the Reconstruction Fi- 
nance Corporation. This help is very important. 

The school situation, however, is different. This 
new plan assumes that the States and school districts 
will continue to stretch their own resources to the 
tune of $2 billion a year to build schools, as they 
have been doing. S. 968, introduced by Sen. Alexander 
Smith to incorporate the Administration’s plan, is sup- 
posed to offer a way in which they can at the same 
time overcome their present deficit of 300,000 class- 
rooms while keeping up with current needs for ex- 
pansion. 

The States and school districts will have to find 
more money to pay interest on these new debts, plus 
amortization, plus greatly increased current expendi- 
tures incurred in maintaining hugely expanded school 
systems. More teachers will have to be paid; more 
buildings heated, lighted and generally maintained. 
Everybody knows that cities and towns and counties 
are already scraping the bottom of the barrel. 

Those who feel that the Eisenhower Administration 
is here shirking its responsibilities might find sub- 
stantiation in the President’s underestimate of the 
proper role of the Federal Government in promoting 
the general welfare. Opening his press conference on 
Feb. 9 he insisted that the Federal Constitution “re- 
served all the powers not specifically given to the 
Federal Government . . . to the States” (emphasis 
added). This is an error. It denies the “implied 
powers” Congress has under our Constitution, flatly 
contradicts James Madison’s Federalist paper No. 44 
and ignores our entire constitutional history. 

One thing the Eisenhower plan does handsomely. 
By shifting the focus of Federal aid to construction, 
it leaves private schools out. Some think the President 
might have at least acknowledged their contributions. 
He was apparently not too well-advised. 





CURRENT 
COMMENT 











Meaning of Lent’s self-denial 

In his No Man Is an Island, soon to be published, 
Thomas Merton has the following thought-provoking 
paragraph: 

We have said that suffering has value in our 
lives only when it is consecrated to God. But 
consecration is a priestly act. Our sufferings then 
must be consecrated to God by His Church. She 
alone has power to drown our anguish in the 
blood of Christ, for she alone possesses the infinite 
riches of His Passion and delegates men to exer- 
cise His priestly power. 

Surely, what is said of suffering may be applied as 
well to the small “sufferings” of Lent—the acts of self- 
denial we freely take upon ourselves, whether those 
acts are negative (giving up something) or positive 
(adopting some practice or devotion). Their purpose 
and goal does not lie in themselves; we do not ab- 
stain from drinking or smoking, we do not visit the 
sick merely for the sake of abstaining or visiting, but 
so that the life of Christ may have fuller scope to 
deepen and grow in us—and that means so that the 
reality of His Church may deepen and grow. Lent, 
then, is the time to get closer to the Church, not 
merely by attending Mass daily, if possible, but by 
study and prayer and reading. The more the Church 
is known, the better it is loved, the more fruitfully 
shall we be able to consecrate the self-denials of Lent 
in union with the priestly functions of the Church 
of Christ. 


Peron ousts priest-teachers 

In his blustering speech of last Nov. 10, which fea- 
tured a public attack on three of Argentina’s bishops, 
President Juan D. Perén told the world: “I have never 
had any conflict with Christ. The question is pre- 
cisely one of defending the doctrine of Christ, which 
for two thousand years priests like these have tried 
to destroy, but without success.” As a further step 
in his professed aim of “defending the doctrine of 
Christ,” Perén, through his Ministry of Education, on 
Feb. 11, dismissed a hundred priests as teachers of 
religion in the public schools. This summary action, 
according to the Government announcement, com- 
pleted the program of removing the Church from a 
position of influence in public schools. The “Catholic 
religion” will still be taught when the children return 
to school in April. (They are now on their summer 
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holidays.) Government appointees will do the teach- 
ing, however, and the children will not need passing 
marks in religion for promotion to a higher grade. A 
comparison of Perén’s present acts with the senti- 
ments he expressed little more than a year ago at 
the First National Congress of Religious Education 
illustrates his about-face in religious affairs. “As a 
Catholic,” Perén told the Congress, “I feel a very 
great satisfaction over the work you have already 
realized. As one who is devoted to Catholic doctrine 
I feel a similar happiness that we are working to- 
gether constructively to make it operative in our na- 
tional community.” It is clear that Perén’s sharp 
challenge to the Church in Argentina represents a 
deliberate and cynical shift in policy. 


Hopeful signs in Vietnam 

During the past couple of months reports about 
political conditions in South Vietnam have switched 
from gloomy to more hopeful. Two new developments 
increased Premier Ngo Dinh Diem’s chances for sur- 
vival. On Feb. 11 the Premier and his Cabinet signed 
a decree looking to the country’s first Provisional 
Assembly. The move paves the way for general elec- 
tions to be held later this year. Delegates will be 
chosen for a Constituent Assembly which will draft 
a constitution and possibly sit as the first National 
Assembly in Vietnamese history. The next day, in an- 
other progressive step, Lieut. Gen. John W. O’Daniel, 
chief of the U. S. military mission in Saigon, took 
charge of the organization and training of the new 
Vietnamese army. This program, which aims at re- 
ducing the native forces from 220,000 to 100,000, will 
cost the United States about $200 million during 1955. 
The techniques of training will be modeled on those 
we used so successfully in building up an effective 
fighting force of South Koreans. It is easy to say 
that these political and military moves have been 
long overdue. To be sharply critical, however, is to 
fail to recognize the overwhelming obstacles which 
Premier Ngo Dinh Diem has had to face. He has 
met them one by one. The staggering refugee prob- 
lem has not, as it was feared, disrupted the country. 
The politico-religious sects have gradually pledged 
their loyalty to Diem’s Government and have agreed 
to merge their armed forces in the new national 
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army. The chief difficulty now on the horizon is how 
to erect a truly representative government among a 
people kept politically illiterate during 80 years of 
French rule. At least the first step has been made, 


“Neutral”? armistice commissions 

Certain neutralist nations of Asia think all that js 
needed to solve such problems as plague Korea and 
Vietnam is a negotiated truce and the appointment 
of armistice supervisory commissions. They would do 
well to study an item which appeared in the Feb, 5 
issue of the Economist. The Swiss, reports the London 
review, would willingly withdraw from the Korean 
commission which supposedly is keeping in check the 
Communist military build-up in North Korea. Thei 
quite logical reason is that “the whole thing has be. 
come a tragic farce.” The Poles and Czechs conniye 
to frustrate even the most elementary attempts to 
supervise Red troop movements. They consistently 
oppose the investigation of alleged armistice viola. 
tions. They don’t even make a pretense of controlling 
air and sea movements in and out of North Korea, 
While the Swiss and Swedes serving on the commis. 
sion do their best to behave as neutrals, the Poles 
and Czechs make no secret of the fact that their 
sympathies lie with Korea’s Red regime. The lesson 
is obvious. A “neutral” commission obtained by bal. 
ancing an equal number of Communists and non. 
Communists is a contradiction in terms. . . . The 
three-nation International Armistice Commission in 
Vietnam, composed of Indian, Polish and Canadian 
representatives, is just as ineffectual. For some months 
the Rev. Patrick O’Connor, NC News correspondent, 
has been portraying its inability to guarantee the 
rights of Catholic Vietnamese anxious to leave the 
north. God grant there be no more Genevas. But, if 
there must be, let us at least avoid the trap of the 
“neutral” armistice commission. 


Regulating gas 

Sometime during this session of Congress, the 
natural-gas industry will make a supreme effort to 
amend the Natural Gas Act of 1988. What it wants 
is a change that would exempt producers, as dis- 
tinguished from distributors, from the regulatory am 
of the Federal Power Commission. They nearly won 
this exemption a couple of years ago when the com- 
mission decided that its jurisdiction over the industry 
extended only to the distributors. That curious de 
cision was reversed by the U. S. Supreme Court last 
June in the Phillips Petroleum case. The court told 
FPC that regulating prices charged by producers t0 
the pipelines was clearly part of its job under the law. 
That was the signal for the industry to shift its a 
tention to Congress. According to the Wall Stred 
Journal for Jan. 12, the industry is really splurging 
to achieve its objective. Its initial appropriation for 
an advertising campaign aimed at consumers is # 
estimated $1.5 million. Actually, compared with wht 
is at stake, that is a small sum. Since World War Il 
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sales of natural gas have doubled, and the number 
of consumers—now 21 million—has more than doubled. 
Though the cost of gas at the well-head is only a 
small part of the total cost to the consumer, it is 
not for that reason negligible. Last year, when FPC 
allowed a small price increase to producers, one re- 
sult was to boost the gas bill of consumers in Chicago 
and 17 Northern Illinois counties more than $5 million. 


Religion as news 
A recent example of how anxious the religious edi- 


tors of secular newspapers are to report more fully 
the religious news of their communities was the all- 
day seminar on religious journalism organized by 
James Carty, religious news editor of the Nashville 
Tennessean. His own paper's full report of the meet- 
ing, “Newspapers Challenge to Churches,” exemplified 
how religion can be given more adequate attention 
in the secular press. . . . The secular press, let us 
remember, is a crucial sector in the present struggle 
between the forces of secularism and religion in the 
United States. The whole momentum of this vast 
opinion-shaping machine follows a course which al- 
most inevitably becomes secularistic. The secular press, 
in fact, closely resembles the public school: it is 
not so much anti-religious as simply unreligious. The 
total effect of both, however, is vastly to underplay 
the importance of religion as a human concern—in 
truth, the great human concern. Yet there is a big 
difference between press and school. Especially 
through its some 400 religious editors, the American 
secular press does aim to give religion a “look in.” 
We have previously adverted to the urgent necessity— 
even duty—on the part of religious groups of taking 
advantage of this “look in” by cooperating with re- 
ligious news editors (AM. 11/27/54). Mr. Carty had 
135 religionists at his meeting. When this seminar 
goes into its third year next January, we hope it will 
be more fully representative of the religious com- 
munity of the region from which it draws. 


Father LaFarge at 75 

During this year 1955, Father LaFarge is marking 
three unusual anniversaries. On Sunday, Feb. 13, 
he quietly celebrated his 75th birthday. (The next 
day he was off by plane on a distant apostolic mis- 
sion). In August, God willing, he will celebrate the 
golden jubilee of his priestly ordination in Innsbruck, 
Austria. November will mark the golden jubilee of 
his entrance into the Society of Jesus. During his 
brief absence from the office we can conveniently pay 
tribute to one of his most endearing virtues: his readi- 
ness, when asked, to counsel his younger colleagues, 
which he always does in a most encouraging way. 
This year will also, we believe, see the publication 
in France of the French version of his best-selling 
autobiography, The Manner is Ordinary. Partly out 
of “enlightened self-interest,” we pray that our Divine 
Lord will keep our former Editor-in-Chief with us 
for many an “ordinary” year. 





WASHINGTON FRONT 











There came a great lull in top executive and con- 
gressional activity over Lincoln’s Day, when most 
big-name Republicans were off making speeches. 
(“Lincoln’s Day” for Washington lasts ten days.) 
During this period there is a gentleman’s agreement 
that the other party will pass no important legisla- 
tion. The same holds good for Jackson’s Day, when 
the Democrats are off speechifying. The President 
went to Georgia, but came back quickly with two 
quail and a bad cold; the Vice President was spread- 
ing good will in the Caribbean. 

The lull here gave political scientists the time to 
indulge in the perennial exercise of reassessing the 
Presidency—the office as distinguished from the in- 
cumbent, the President. That there has been a great 
change in two years, no one can doubt. Most ob- 
servers put the change as beginning last November, 
when the Democrats won control of the Congress, 
Nobody can say, however, that this was the cause of 
the change. 

For his first year, the President subordinated his 
office to the Congress, almost obsequiously. The Sen- 
ate captured control of foreign policy, the President 
refused to recognize that his office also makes him 
the head of his party, and there were few signs that 
he was also actively Commander in Chief of the 
armed forces; the generals and the admirals did all 
the talking. Now that Mr. Eisenhower has been in 
office two full years, all that is changed. 

These three great prerogatives of the Presidency 
have been suddenly restored to it. Mr. Eisenhower 
took a resolute stand against the extreme right wing 
of his party in his various messages to the Congress, 
and seems about to follow up energetically as party 
leader. In the Formosa crisis he made it clear that 
he, and he alone, would make the major decisions, 
and not any high brass or Senator. He has also defi- 
nitely recaptured control of foreign policy and moved 
forward there with a new confidence. In his press 
conferences, in spite of fumbling over some details, 
he also speaks with a new authority as leader of the 
nation. Incidentally, he has very skilfully played the 
old game of a first-term President over whether he 
will run for a second term, thus keeping his party 
in line in passing his legislation. If he renounced 
now, the Congress would defy him. 

Why did he take so long to see that the office of 
President was, under him, in danger of a serious de- 
cline? I think it was because he began with an er- 
roneous notion of the nature of that office. He looked 
on himself, as Chief Magistrate, as the mere servant 
of the Congress in carrying out its will. It took him 
a long time to see that as President he is the Big 
Boss. WitFxp Parsons 
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Formosa fundamentals 


The discretion observed by both sides during the 
evacuation of the Tachens would indicate there is 
little danger of an immediate flare-up in the Formosa 
Strait which would involve U. S. armed forces. In 
the meantime, as the diplomats work to arrange a 
permanent cease-fire, it may be of service to our 
readers to examine the legal status of Formosa and 
the Pescadores. 

For some fifty years previous to the end of World 
War II, these islands were Japanese by right of 
conquest. Having lost the Sino-Japanese war, China 
was forced in 1895 to cede them to Japan. From that 
time on they were internationally recognized as Japa- 
nese territory. During World War II, however, in 
virtue of the Cairo agreement of December, 1943, 
the Allies determined to return them to the “Republic 
of China” with the defeat of Japan. 

V-J Day, however, did not readily solve the issue. 
The collapse of the Nationalist Government in late 
1949 and the gradual recognition that the power in 
de facto control of the mainland of China posed a 
threat to our security in the Pacific made imperative 
a clarification of our policy toward Formosa. On Jan- 
uary 5, 1950 President Truman made our position 
clear when he declared, “In keeping with the [Cairo] 
declarations, Formosa was surrendered to Chiang Kai- 
shek and .. . the United States and the other powers 
have accepted the exercise of Chinese authority.” Yet, 
as subsequent statements of Mr. Truman and Senators 


Vandenberg and Taft show, the former President ° 


could only have been speaking of Chiang’s de facto 
control of the islands. 

During the bitter partisan fight over Far Eastern 
policy during the early months of 1950, Senator 
Vandenberg declared in a public statement recorded 
in the January 5, 1950 issue of the Congressional 
Record, that the permanent status of Formosa “must 
be recognized as dependent upon the ultimate Japa- 
nese peace treaty.” Six days later Senator Taft echoed 
these sentiments on the Senate floor. 


The status of Formosa . . . should certainly be 

kept free for determination until the peace treaty 

has been written with Japan. Formosa must be 
legally part of Japan, for it is difficult to see how 
the mere declaration of the President at Cairo 

or Potsdam can change that status without a 

treaty. 

Chiang Kai-shek, therefore, had no legal basis for 
his declaration of October 25, 1945 that Formosa had 
officially become the 85th province of the Republic 
of China. The island was still legally Japanese ter- 
ritory. 

On June 27, 1950, as he explained his decision 
ordering the Seventh Fleet to Formosan waters, Pres- 
ident Truman observed that “the determination of 
the future status of Formosa must await the restora- 
tion of security in the Pacific, a peace settlement with 
Japan or consideration by the UN.” Until then the 
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EDITORIALS 
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de jure disposition of the islands would remajp 
unsettled. 

The Japanese peace treaty, in point of fact, failed 
to provide a solution. In drawing up its terms the 
United States met with opposition from Great Britain 
and some Commonwealth nations, notably India, 
about which China, Chiang’s or Mao’s, had the more 
valid claim to Formosa. Consequently, the pact, finally 
signed on September 8, 1951, dodged the issue and 
simply stated that “Japan has renounced all right 
title and claim to Formosa.” As Secretary of State 
Dulles put it, “the treaty merely takes Japan out of 
the Formosa picture, leaving the position otherwise 
unchanged.” 

Thus neither Nationalist nor Communist China has 
de jure rights to control of Formosa. Chiang Kai-shek, 
however, does have the right of possession, with at 
least tacit Allied consent after V-J day, just as the 
critics of our China policy claim that Mao Tse-tung 
has the right of possession on the mainland. Moreover, 
Chiang’s China is a government exercising effective 
authority and recognized by more than half the world 
as the lawful government of China. In these circum 
stances our support of Chiang Kai-shek is as justified 
as their support of Mao Tse-tung. 





AFL-CIO merger 


The time has come for some reflections on the end 
of the civil war in U. S. labor. The agreement signed 
by the AFL and CIO on February 9 might be cor 
sidered as actually only the climactic step in a grad- 
ual process of liquidating the state of union bellig- 
erency. The original cause of the fighting—the issue 
of craft vs. industrial unionism—has long since cease 
to have much significance. The big CIO citadels in 
steel, rubber and automobiles are now so solidly 
established that the old-line craft unions no longer 
dream of fragmentizing them. Furthermore, there ha 
been a remarkable growth of industrial unionism 
within the AFL. Then, too, adversity on the domestic 
front and the spread of communism abroad have beet 
drawing the rival groups closer and closer together 
This was very noticeable during the 1952 Presidentid 
campaign. Finally, the no-raiding pact last year 
moved fears that a merger would lead automaticall 
to the destruction of the smaller unions. 

With the signing of that pact, only a few obstacle 
remained to be hurdled—clashing personalities, vested 
interests in the form of jobs, opposition in the Cl0 
to remnants of racketeering and racism in the AFL 
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Once these points were compromised, the way was 
wide open to unity. The CIO probably made the 
greater sacrifices. But then the CIO was the smaller 
and weaker party at the bargaining table. So far as 
racketeering and racism go, the presence of CIO 
leaders in the ruling body of the new organization 
will greatly strengthen the reform element in the 
AFL. The end-result ought to be a higher moral tone 
in organized labor. 

Some of the fears expressed over the power of a 
united labor movement seem vastly exaggerated. The 
point to note here is that the new grouping will 
retain the character of a federation. In political, as 
well as economic, affairs, there will be no question, 
then, of a giant monolithic organization able to bring 
all its power to bear on specific objectives. As be- 
fore, each affiliate will deal with employers on its 
own. There will no doubt be greater unity in po- 
litical action, but the so-called “labor vote” will prob- 
ably be no more solid than it has been in the past. 

On the other hand, unity should add strength to 
union organizational drives. One can expect less dis- 
sipation of energy, greater coordination of effort and 
more ample financial resources. It is also likely that 
labor’s voice in Congress and in State legislatures 
will ring with louder authority. 

Will labor unity help toward the creation of a more 
organic industrial society? It certainly can be argued 
that in the long run the only democratic alternative 
to laissez faire is a system of organized economic 
groups acting cooperatively for the common, as well 
as their own good. Failing such a development, the 
state seems destined to play an ever bigger part in 
the nation’s economy. It would seem to be easier to 
fit a united labor movement into an occupational- 
group setup—at least on the national level—than to 
have to accommodate two rival organizations. This 
aspect of the merger, which went unnoticed in the 
press, will not escape the attention of Catholic so- 
ciologists and economists. By and large they probably 
welcome labor unity as a step toward a more self- 
governing, cooperative industrial society. 


Theology come alive 


Even relatively well-educated Catholics, we fear, 
think of theology as consisting of what might just 
as well be “classified documents” as far as they are 
concerned. Nor are they very severely tempted to 
explore the arcana. They seem to imagine that Cath- 
olic theology was “all wrapped up” by medieval 
theologians, who “had all the answers.” They picture 
modern theologians as doing no more than standing 
guard over a frozen body of truths. 

This is a vast oversimplification of Catholic theol- 
ogy. Its core, so to speak, is unquestionably divine 
revelation, committed to the Church from the be- 
ginning, plus the Church’s authoritative elucidation 
of revealed truths and the natural moral law. To this 
extent the popular idea isn’t far wrong. 


But it fails to take into account that the central 
and unchanging teachings of Christ as entrusted to 
His Church still leave plenty of room for—in fact, 
call for—fuller understanding, for drawing “theological 
conclusions,” for a whole world of scriptural, patristic, 
historical, moral, juridical and speculative scholarship. 
In our day, in fact, the science of theology is alive 
with valuable contributions. 

But how can the busy American Catholic of 1955 
get even an inkling of these developments? Theology 
Digest, published three times a year by the Jesuits 
of St. Mary’s College, St. Marys, Kansas, is the answer 
(1015 Central, Kansas City 5, Mo., $1.50). If a person 
does not feel up to this sort of thing himself, the 
Digest would make an appropriate little gift to some- 
one who does, including non-Catholics. 

For example, the Winter issue sheds light on the 
Gospel text which must have puzzled every Catholic 
from childhood: “For many are called, but few are 
chosen” ( Matt. 22:14). Pére Edmond Boissard, O.S.B., 
whose article first appeared in Revue Thomiste, points 
out that for centuries Catholic theologians concluded 
that the number of God’s elect must be small. 

However, as they pondered God’s mercy and re- 
studied this text, theologians began to propose less 
saddening interpretations. Lacordaire, for example, 
suggested that “the chosen” are those who receive a 
“special grace which permits them to conduct them- 
selves with more familiarity than others in divine 
things.” These are few in number, but obviously do 
not exhaust the number of the saved. The context, 
however, as Pére Boissard says, puts difficulties in 
the way of this interpretation. 

A second solution is that Our Lord’s words here 
refer only to the Jews of His own time. All the 
then-living sons of Abraham were called to the king- 
dom, but few followed Christ, entered His Church 
and became the true elect. Again, though several 
exegetes find this solution attractive, there are serious 
problems in the context, which narrates the story of 
the marriage feast to which the Gentiles also were 
invited. 

Pére Boissard proposes a third solution, which con- 
sists in supposing a double Semitic comparative hidden 
under the formula, many called, few chosen. This 
would permit the translation: “In larger numbers men 
are called, in smaller numbers chosen,” or “More 
numerous are those called, less numerous the elect.” 
St. Matthew, we know, composed his Gospel in Ara- 
maic, the “Hebrew tongue” mentioned in the Gospels 
and the Acts of the Apostles. Our Lord Himself spoke 
Aramaic, a tongue in which a comparative could 
only be suggested by adjectives whose form is simply 
positive. It had no word for “fewer.” 

Other articles in this issue deal with infants dying 
without baptism, biblical studies today and theological 
movements in France. Only the exceptional Catholic, 
perhaps, can absorb such articles. But shouldn't there 
be exceptional Catholics? 
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Morocco, 1955 


Rom Landau 








IN THE EARLY DAYS of 1955 the situation in Mo- 
rocco is dominated by a myth. From his distant exile 
in Madagascar Sultan Mohammed V (or Sidi Moham- 
med ben Youssef) controls Morocco far more ef- 
fectively than he ever did before. In August, 1953, 
the French removed him from his ancestral throne. 
The present Sultan, Ben Arafa, is considered by the 
Moroccans as no more than a French puppet. The 
entire nation has gone into mourning for thé exiled 
sovereign. It has discarded its traditionally white gar- 
ments and regards all indulgence in luxuries and 
pleasure as amounting to crime. 

Devotedly pious, the Moroccans view the exiled 
Sidi Mohammed as the symbol of both their religious 
yearnings and their political aspirations. At night they 
raise their eyes toward the sky, for they believe that 
Allah has placed the departed “martyr-king” in the 
moon, in whose nebulous formations they now discern 
the image of the “only legitimate Sultan.” It is in his 
name, and in his alone, that they wage their fight for 
national independence. 

Because the Moroccans are so completely domi- 
nated by this myth embodied in their exiled Sultan, 
the Moroccan situation can no longer be assessed in 
purely political terms. The solution of its problems 
appears more distant than it has ever been before. 
Since supreme leadership resides in so intangible a 
thing as a myth, the personalities of the actual political 
leaders have been reduced to irrelevance. Most of 
these leaders are in exile—in Cairo, Paris or New York, 
away from the field of battle. The local leaders who 
direct the present fight—humble folk who have risen 
overnight—are unknown except to a few. Nevertheless, 
they have complete control over the masses. 

These local patriots claim that the methods of 
peaceful negotiation, advocated before 1953 by the 
leaders of the nationalist Istiqlal party, have proved 
a failure. Therefore they rely solely upon violence. 
Since the end of 1953, hardly a day has passed with- 
out acts of political murder, sabotage, the derailment 
of trains, the burning of the harvest of French settlers, 
the bombing of French business enterprises. 


The weapon that has proved most effective, how- 
ever, is an economic boycott. French articles, includ- 
ing such staple commodities as sugar, cotton goods, 
footwear and household utensils, are no longer being 
bought. A native would rather go about in a thread- 
bare old garment than buy a new one manufactured 
by French labor. Only non-French foreign goods— 
mainly Spanish, American, Japanese or Belgian—find 
native customers. 

To avoid paying the French excise on tobacco, 
smoking has practically been abandoned. At any rate, 
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no Moroccan would dare to be seen smoking in public 
or to run a tobacco shop. Merchants who used to sel] 
tobacco now deal in groceries or other native goods, 
Some are giving up trade and going back to the land. 
Others join the Resistance fighters, whom the French 
and foreign press call terrorists. 

The once so lucrative tourist trade has been reduced 
to a mere trickle. Not only foreign tourists think twice 
before they decide on a Moroccan holiday; even the 
French, who formerly provided the main body of 
tourists, seldom dare to exchange the Riviera for 
Morocco. 


DISAPPOINTED Hopes 


Both in France and in Morocco many had hoped 
that Pierre Mendés-France, then French Premier, 
would solve the Moroccan problem by repeating in 
Morocco his move of granting self-government to Tu- 
nisia. So far, these optimists have been disillusioned, 
It would appear, however, that the Premier’s inaction 
in regard to Morocco was not due to his own unwill- 
ingness to introduce so fundamental a reform. It was 
rather due to his inability to do so in the face of the 
powerful opposition of the colonials and their lobby 
in Paris. 

The granting of self-government to Morocco would 
by no means imply strategic, economic or cultural 
losses to France as a whole. But it would undoubtedly 
affect many individual colonials, for whom Morocco 
has proved an exceptionally lucrative milch cow. For 
many years they had been imposing their policy upon 
successive French Governments. Not surprisingly, they 
were violently opposed to Mendés-France and his 
liberal ideas. Both they and members of the French 
Administration in Morocco delighted in referring to 
him as “that dirty Jew” and in opposing his policies. 

The only doctrine the colonials believe in is that of 
uncompromising force. Ignoring the directives they re- 
ceive from Paris, they take the law into their own 
hands and indulge in their own brand of “anti-terror- 
ism.” This usually takes the form of political murder 
or kidnaping. Their victims are not only Moroccaa 
nationalists, but also French citizens known for theit 
pro-Moorish sympathies. Throughout the country itis 
an open secret that this movement is organized and 
controlled by the local French police. 

Before 1953, French public opinion on the Moroccan 
issue was dominated entirely by the colonials. But 
there now exists a by no means negligible body o 
opinion that is passionately opposed to the colonials 
and their “anti-terrorist” methods. It deplores the do 
nothing policy of the French Government and at: 
vocates speedy and sweeping reforms in Morocco. 
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Foremost among these defenders of Moroccan (and 
genuine French) interests are certain Catholic groups 
associated with the names of Frangois Mauriac, Louis 
Massignon, Robert Barrat and a number of experts 
acting independently of any religious considerations 

see “The French conscience and Morocco,” Am. 
8/25/53). Among these latter the best-known are the 
Sorbonne professors Charles A. Julien and E. Levy- 
Provencal and the publicist Claude Bourdet. A prom- 
inent figure in the anti-colonial movement is also Gen. 
Georges Catroux, former Governor of Syria and Indo- 
China and present head of the Order of the Legion 
of Honor. 

In recent weeks even some of the leading colonials 
were said to admit that the policy of force had proved 
a failure. Liberal means, they confessed, should be 
found to restore the progressively deteriorating situ- 
ation of the French economy in Morocco. But where- 
as the Catholic group is motivated chiefly by con- 
siderations of justice and morality, the colonials still 
think exclusively in terms of personal 
enrichment, an enrichment that has 
been grievously affected by the eco- 
nomic boycott and the Resistance 


fight. 
WuiTHER Now? 


Is there a way out of the present 
impasse? The Moroccan leaders, ir- 
respective of earlier party allegiance, 
insist that no official negotiations be- 
tween them and the French Gov- 
ernment can be envisaged so long 
as their legitimate sovereign is kept in Madagascar. 
They regard him as the only valid spokesman of the 
Moroccan nation, and claim that only men appointed 
by him would have the legal authority to negotiate 
with the French. 

According to both French and Moroccan spokes- 
men, M. Mendés-France would have been willing to 
let the exiled Sultan take up residence in France in 
order to establish contact with the prospective Moor- 
ish negotiators. According to the same source, Ben 
Arafa was to abdicate, and a Regency Council was 
to be appointed. Until such time as the dynastic ques- 
tion could be finally settled, the council was to be 
invested with royal powers and to represent the legit- 
imate sherifian authority. 

The nationalists are said to be prepared to accept 
such a council only if most of its members are ap- 
pointed by Sidi Mohammed and if it be given execu- 
tive powers approximating those of a genuine self- 
government. The fact that the French recently bought 
for Ben Arafa a large palace in the neutral zone of 
Tangier would seem to indicate that they are pre- 
paring the way for his abdication. 

That the majority of the colonials would oppose 
themselves to the above solution is self-evident. 
Among the Moroccan leaders there are many who will 
accept no compromise on the dynastic issue. It would 





seem that most of the Resistance fighters inside Mo- 
rocco share their view. They are convinced that the 
only argument that can induce the colonials to see 
the light is that of force; and they seem deter- 
mined to continue the fight in its present violent 
form. 

Resistance leaders are hoping to obtain more arms, 
and they would appear to be prepared to face France 
with a “second Indo-China.” While the terrain on 
which they would fight is not comparable with the 
Indo-Chinese jungle, Moroccan geography would pre- 
sent the French with difficulties quite as great as those 
they had to contend with in Indo-China. The precipi- 
tous, grim mountains of the High and the Middle 
Atlas are ideal for guerrilla warfare. It should be re- 
membered that from 1921 till 1925, Abdel Karim, the 
Rif leader, was able to inflict defeat after defeat upon 
the greatly superior Spanish forces, and that it re- 
quired the combined armies of France and Spain 
finally to force his submission. 


EXAMPLE OF SPANISH Morocco 


In the days of Abdel Karim many 
Moroccans considered Spain as their 
main foe. Today it is to Spain and 
especially to Gen. Garcia Valifio, the 
courageous High Commissioner of 
Spanish Morocco, that all Moroccans 
look with hope. 

Within the last twenty months the 
situation in the Spanish zone has 
changed almost beyond recognition. 

st When I visited that zone a few 
years ago, the prisons were filled with “political crim- 
inals,” the nationalists lived in exile, the situation was 
tense. During my visit to Spanish Morocco last Christ- 
mas, relations between Spaniards and Moors were 
excellent. There were no political prisoners. The na- 
tionalist leaders were not only back but were waiting 
to join a reformed Government. 

Spain never recognized the removal of Mohammed 
V. In the Spanish zone he is still acknowledged as 
the only legitimate sovereign, while Ben Arafa is com- 
pletely ignored. In the mosques, prayers are said in 
the name of the exiled Sultan, and the mosques are 
packed to overflowing. In the French zone, where the 
name of Ben Arafa is being evoked, they are empty. 
Political refugees from the French zone find a ready 
welcome and asylum in the Spanish zone, where, all 
in all, there reigns a spirit of hope’ and confidence. 

Abdelhaleq Torres, the energetic leader of the na- 
tionalists in Spanish Morocco, told me of Spain’s 
promises of nationalist participation in a new Govern- 
ment. Indeed, a few days after my departure, General 
Valifio invited three nationalists to take over the min- 
istries of Social Affairs, Education and Justice. This 
is the first time that nationalists are participating in 
any kind of Moroccan Government. The French may 
find it hard to explain why in their own zone, in- 
finitely more advanced than that under Spanish rule, 
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no nationalists are permitted to have any part in the 
Government. 

The importance of recent Spanish moves in Morocco 
can hardly be overestimated. When in the last few 
years the Western powers in the United Nations sup- 
ported French colonialism, many Moroccans consid- 
ered themselves betrayed by the West. Some of the 
extremists among them claimed that, while opposed 
to communism, they had to regard Moscow as their 
sole potential ally in their fight against French colo- 
nialism. 

Though Russia has so far made no visible move in 
North Africa, the psychological preparedness of these 
extremists greatly favored any intended Russian in- 
filtration. General Valifio’s new liberal policy, and the 
full support he receives from Generalissimo Franco, 
have weaned those waverers away from Moscow. At 
last they have found an ally in the West, and they 
no longer have to plan in terms of possible Communist 
assistance. 

The Moroccan policy of Franco and Valifio has 
naturally contributed greatly toward strengthening 
Spain’s relations with the Arab world. In the sea of 
unrest that is now undermining the shores of French 
Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia, this policy has created 
an island of peace and contentment, and has indicated 
a method by which the Moroccan problem could be 
solved. Whatever Western liberals may think about 
Franco’s Spain, so far as the people of Morocco are 
concerned, the only ray of hope shines from that 
quarter. 


The monks of Kiev 
and the Soviets 





Maurice F. Meyers 





Tue QUESTION of how active religion can be in 
the Soviet Union is so complicated that we readily 
grasp at any bit of information that can throw light 
on the situation. For instance, in the New York Times 
for last October 19, Clifton Daniel, its Moscow cor- 
respondent, mentioned a monastery still open and 
functioning on the grounds of the famous old Kievo- 
Pecherskaya Lavra, the greatest of the Russian mon- 
asteries of old. That little item interested me very 
much, for it confirmed something I had read in the 
Soviet press only a few days before. This article, in 
the September 2 issue of the Moscow Literary Ga- 
zette, was entitled “Behind the Walls of the Monas- 
tery.” It dealt with the famous old monastery in Kiev 
which had served as a sort of protoexemplar of mo- 
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nastic life in ancient Russia. It is now for the most 
part a museum. 

The article began by describing a visit to this 
museum and detailing some of its highlights. A group 
made up mainly of teachers was taking a conducted 
tour through the old institution. After some time 
among the dead relics of the past, a living relic, to 
the great surprise of the visitors, appeared in the 
corridor. He was a stately monk in black velvet skull. 
cap and long silken robe. A nondescript individual 
went up to him, kissed the proffered hand and re. 
ceived the hurried blessing of this figure from Russia’s 
past. One of the teachers stopped short and asked; 
“What's this? Are they making a movie here?” The 
guide did not try to hide his displeasure as he an. 
swered that this was really a monk, in fact the Father 
Procurator of the monastery. 

Almost at once the guide announced that his part 
of the tour was over. Immediately the surprised group 
objected: “Is that allP What about the famous caves? 
Who is going to show them to us?” The guide pointed 
towards a group of churches with their freshly painted 
green domes. “The caves are over there,” he said, 
“the monks will show them to you.” 

The tourists, thus turned over to the monks, went 
into the monastery section. A strange and unreal at- 
mosphere encompassed this casual group of Soviet 
citizens. They read notices from the monastery chan- 
cery, explaining in detail that the Lord had given 
the privilege of incorruptibility to the remains of the 
holy men, martyrs and servants of God, who were 


. buried in these caves. 


The group descended from the bright sunlight to 
the damp darkness of the cave corridors. There wax 
candles threw a dim, flickering light. Four monks, the 
official monastic guides appointed for that day, were 
ready to lead the visitors through the dark mazes, 
while a fifth busied himself selling wax tapers. Every- 
one had to buy such a candle, since with apparent 
design no other lighting was provided. 

In the dimly lit interior of the cave, the remains 
of the holy men, dressed in satin and velvet were 
on display. In the oppressive silence, only the voice 
of a monk was heard, rattling off numbers, dates, 
names in a stereotyped panegyric of the departed 
monks. 

Everything seemed to emphasize that the greatest 
events in the life of the Russian people were closely 
bound with the work of the great saints, the famous 
and the unknown. Everything seemed arranged to 
induce an atmosphere of mystical solemnity. The good 
Soviet citizens were described as being uneasy, anx- 
ious to get out again into the fresh air, away from 
that atmosphere of stultifying mystery. 

Finally, the tour came to an end. The monk turned 
to his visitors with a concluding exhortation. The 
theme of it, despite its oratorical form, was simply 
this: “Flee worldly cares. May the life of these holy 
anchorites, who renounced the world and their fellow 
men, be an example for you also.” (Cont'd. p. 558) 





by : 
Illus 


The 

Tem} 
seven 
of the 


hind 
this | 
a cor 








for the most 


visit to this 
ghts. A group 
- a conducted 
r some time 
iving relic, to 
eared in the 
«k velvet skull. 
ipt individual 
hand and re. 
from Russia’s 
‘tt and asked: 
e here?” The 
ire as he an- 
ict the Father 


that his part 
rprised group 
‘amous caves? 
guide pointed 
reshly painted 
are,” he said, 


monks, went 
nd unreal at- 
up of Soviet 
nastery chan- 
rd had given 
emains of the 
d, who were 


it sunlight to 
's. There wax 
ur monks, the 
rat day, were 

dark mazes, 
tapers. Every- 
vith apparent 


, the remains 
| velvet were 
nly the voice 
mbers, dates, 
the departed 


t the greatest 
were closely 
s, the famous 

arranged to 
ity. The good 

uneasy, anx- 
r, away from 


monk turned 
ortation. The 
, was simply 
of these holy 
d their fellow 
ont’d. p. 558) 








Father Raymond Directs a Powerful Message 
of Faith amd Hope to Troubled Moderns... 


GOD, A 
WOMAN, AND 
THE WAY 


by M. Raymond, O.CS.O. 
Illustrated by John Andrews 


The Finding of the Child Jesus in the 
Temple . . . one of John Andrews’ 
seven eloquent “scraped ink” illustrations 
of the Seven Sorrows for God, A Woman, 
and the Way. 


Your Introduction to 
Life in the Modern 


MEN IN SANDALS 
by Richard Madden, O.C.D. 


If you've ever wondered “what goes on be- 
hind monastery walls,” you'll heartily enjoy 
this fresh, sunny account of monastic life. In 
a completely delightful manner, Father Mad- 
_den, a young Carmelite, 
% tells the monk’s story— 

; an often hilarious and 
always heartwarm- 
ing story of pray- 
er and silence, of 
sandals and fish, 
and of an abiding 
inner peace. 






$2.50 





In man’s forgetfulness of Mary's influence, the noted 
Trappist author finds the answer to most of the anxieties 
which plague us today. His eloquent meditations 
on the Seven Sorrows crack down on moderns 
who have forgotten that God made us and, 
through His Mother, God will take care of us 
every split second! Telling us what we need to 
remember in order to Jive, here is reassuring 
and deeply moving Lenten reading that points 
clearly to Mary as the way out of the depths of 
H-bomb fears and pagan falsity. $3.50 


a gy PMI IM Oe PMc Ig HT 5 No lly 


THE EUCHARIST: SACRIFICE 


by Rev. Francis J. Wengier 


This incisive theological defense of the “pure Euchar- 
ist” position of the eminent theologian, M. de la Taille, 
S.J., is a masterful contribution to the perennially 
vigorous controversy over the essence of Christian 
sacrifice. $5.00 


Now Available 
THE ETERNAL WOMAN 


by Gertrud von le Fort 


Translated by Marie Cecilia Buehrle 
with a Foreword by Max Jordan 


The long-awaited English translation of three of the 
finest, most challenging essays by Germany’s foremost 
Catholic poetess and novelist. The essays consider God’s 
plan for woman under the aspects of Virgin, Bride, and 
Mother. $3.50 


MARIOLOGY 


VOLUME | 


Edited by Juniper B. Carol, O.F.M. 
Here is the first book of the three-volume set of 
American Marian studies that considers all aspects of 
the sources of Mariology. The Catholic Library World 


considers it “the most significant advance of Mariology 
in the United States.” $6.75 


At your bookstore 


THE BRUCE PUBLISHING COMPANY 


102 Bruce Building Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin 
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The impression left by the latter part of the tour, 
said the writer in the Literary Gazette, lasted a long 
time. The tourists, once again in the fresh air and 
sunlight, hearing the sounds of busy Kiev, capital of 
Soviet Ukraine, could hardly believe that but a few 
steps away ecclesiastical chants were being sung and 
relics venerated. All this, he went on, was for the 
purpose of confusing and deceiving the simple. It was 
a picture, indeed, to cause concern and displeasure 
in those whose hopes are grounded in atheistic Soviet 
society. 

The article then went on to sketch in a few para- 
graphs the history of this monastery under Soviet rule. 
It was in 1929 that the 1000-year-old monastery finally 
ceased to exist. No one closed it, the reader was 
assured, nor did anyone forbid access to it. Gradually, 
however, the monks themselves, one by one, left the 
monastery. Some were disturbed by a growing liberal- 
ism in the general conduct of the monks. Others saw 
that their flock was drifting away and the revenues 
of the monastery were being tragically diminished. 
According to the author, abuses, corruption and 
murder had crept in, so that in the end even the few 
who had remained faithful turned their backs on the 
monastery. 

In its place a state museum was organized, as a 
center for historical research and anti-religious propa- 
ganda. Electric lights were installed in the caves. This 
museum functioned until September, 1941, when Kiev 
was evacuated before the advance of the German 
armies. 

A few years later, when the staff of the museum 
returned after the war, they found the monastery 
again occupied by monks. The brethren had taken 
the electric lights out of the caves as incompatible 
with the mystical atmosphere they desired to create 
there. The local authorities had shown no open oppo- 
sition, so the monks pushed their encroachments fur- 
ther, and once more put out their relics for view and 
veneration. Marvelous happenings were announced as 
taking place, such as apparitions of the Blessed Virgin. 
To the monastery, said the article, came the simple, 
the confused and the misfits. Once again the monas- 
tery with its caves became a center of religious prop- 
aganda. 

The author took to task the Young Communist 
organization of the Ukraine for making no opposition 
to this rebirth of superstition and religion. Likewise, 
he criticized the Ministry of Culture of the Ukranian 
Soviet Republic, whose duty it was to promote scien- 
tific atheistic propaganda and to concern itself with 
the proper functioning of this valuable museum, one 
of the most precious monuments of antiquity. The 
author's concluding words were: 


In our country, no one has the right to do violence 
to the interests of those who wish to believe. 
They are allowed to form their communities, to 
open churches and meeting houses, and even 
monasteries. But that does not mean that they 
can use for these purposes monuments of an- 
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tiquity, among them this state museum, an im- © 


portant scientific institution called on to lead in 

anti-religious propaganda, which in its turn is 

likewise guaranteed full freedom in our country, 

Even in this garbled account, written by an author 
determined to help uproot religion, we have implicit 
testimony of the religious life that is being led in 
the Soviet Union today. Through the many centuries 
of Russian history it has often been the monks who 
saved their country from the various foreign enemies 
that attacked it from every side. Perhaps, in our own 
day, these same monks, still living, working and pray. 
ing within the confines of the Soviet Union, will be 
one of the great forces to overcome the ruthless 
enemy that has settled in the very heart of Russia, 
atheistic communism. 


FEATURE “X” 














Dr. Chandler, Baltimore 
pediatrician, is a contribu. 
ting editor of Child Health, 
She wrote a medical col- 
umn for Catholic Woman's 
World, 1939-42. 











EDITOR: To one who is not only a sometime reader 
of America but also a one-time contributor (“Birth 
decline creates new problems,” 1/22/38), the edi- 
torial in your October 28 issue, “Paging Mrs. Hobby,” 
came as a surprise, and not a pleasant one. 

Book reviewers and editorial writers have every 
right to express their own opinions, when giving an 
honest evaluation of a book. But no one is at liberty 
to give, as the basis for that opinion, a distorted ver- 
sion of the text. The most flagrant kind of distortion 
occurs when passages of a book are quoted out of 
context to support a particular thesis. This time-dis- 
honored device is, to say the least, a discourteous one. 
Certainly the last place I would expect to find it used 
would be on the editorial page of a magazine like 
AMERICA. 

To support the thesis that The Adolescent in Your 
Family (published last October by the Children’s Bu- 
reau of the U. S. Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare) is guilty of “moral relativism,” the 
Amenica editorial quotes (from page 77): “He wil 
probably tolerate in this area the demands of the cul- 
ture he lives in to much the same extent that he as 
sents to other rules. The demands will vary a good 
deal with the social groups in which children are 
brought up.” 

For my money, even out of context, this passage is 
a statement of sociological fact that is neither “amoral’ 
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sf. SIMON STYLITES FOUND IT CONVENIENT 


to meditate on a pillar. Few people nowadays favor this method, we 
prefer a comfortable chair and a book —the right book of course. 
One of these, for instance: 


A RETREAT FOR LAY PEOPLE 


by Msgr. Ronald Knox 


Complete reading for a retreat, excellent also for spiritual reading at 
home. As pleasantly informal as The Mass in Slow Motion, but written 


for grown-ups. 


THE WAY OF THE CROSS 


Written and illustrated by Caryll Houselander 


Reading this made us sad all over again that Caryll Houselander 
had died. The writing is so fresh, the ideas so new: we think it 
will rival her book on Our Lady The Reed of God in popularity. 
Certainly, you couldn't have a better book for Lent... $2.75 


TENDERS OF THE FLOCK 


by Leo Trese 


Another book for priests, on the same lines as Vessel of Clay 
and A Man Approved. As the clergy (and many of the laity) 
know, no one can do this sort of book so marvellously as Father 


Trese. 


$3.00 





$2.50 


The books above are just published, those following have been 
out longer—but they are still brand new if you haven't read them: 











sraezei, 


NOT WITHOUT TEARS 


by Helen Caldwell Day 


A sequel to Color Ebony, the author's autobiography, 
written when she was 23. The present book gives an account 
of the founding of a house of hospitality and free day 
nursery in Memphis. $3.50 


CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE 


by Jean Mouroux 


An introduction to the theology of Christian experience, 
not mystical experience, but that of the ordinary devout 
Christian. $5.00 


THE STORY OF THOMAS MORE 


by John Farrow 


The life of a saint as different from St. Simon Stylites as he 
well could be: no less admirable, and a great deal more 
practical as a model for modern men. $3.50 


Order from any bookstore 


For full descriptions of all the books on our Spring list see Sheed & Ward's OWN TRUMPET. We have a catalog of Lenten 
Reading, too. For either or both, free and postpaid, write to Agatha MacGill. All the address you need is— 


SHEED & WARD 


New York 3 
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nor “morally relativistic.” It is simply a well-docu- 
mented observation. But if one is going to attach 
moral implications to this statement, then by all means, 
let’s see it in its proper setting. I now quote fully from 
page 77 of the booklet in question: 

“All told, the impulses arising in connection with 
sex will probably be managed pretty much according 
to whatever other patterns of behavior have been 
built into the life of the boy or girl. Consideration of 
others, self-restraint, generosity, self-respect and the 
ability to give and accept affection—or the opposites 
of these qualities—are characteristics that apply more 
or less generally to our behavior rather than to any 
one area of life. If he has seen his father and mother 
deferring to each other's wishes, and sometimes sac- 
rificing their own desires in favor of each other’s 
wishes, and sometimes sacrificing their own desires in 
favor of other people’s needs, it is likely that he will 
think of these ways as natural ways. 

“Everything a teen-ager has been learning and prac- 
tising about emotional control will apply. Is he be- 
ginning to grasp the why of the rules he is expected 
to follow? Is he strong enough to stand up for his own 
beliefs, or does he feel obliged to follow the crowd? 
Is he learning to bear the strain of waiting until the 
appropriate time comes for greatly anticipated pleas- 
ures? There is much likelihood that he will respond 
to the developing sex impulses in much the same 
ways as he has been responding to other things. He 
will probably tolerate in this area the demands of the 
culture he lives in to much the same extent that he 
assents to other rules. 

“The demands will vary a good deal with the social 
groups in which children are brought up. For rea- 
sons that are as yet largely guessed at, what is ac- 


ceptable sexual behavior in one group is thought of 


differently in another. The regulation of sexual be- 
havior will mostly be based on the training boys and 
girls have received at home, and on the standards that 
are recognized in the circles in which they move. 

“If parents have been furnishing guidance that has 
really helped their children to handle strong feelings, 
adolescents will probably not be overwhelmed by the 
added part sexual needs play in their lives.” 

This is “moral relativism”? If it’s “morally relativis- 
tic” to say that the behavior of boys and girls will be 
based on the training they receive at home and on 
the standards that are recognized in their own circles, 
then the Church, too, must be guilty of “moral relativ- 
ism,” because it has been saying this kind of thing, 
and rightly so, for a considerably longer time than 
has the Children’s Bureau. 

This same kind of misconception surrounds the 
other passages quoted by your editorial writer out of 
context—but I will not belabor the point further. 

Before winding this up, I want to voice my con- 
cern over the whole general slant taken by the edi- 
torial toward the subject of sex education. It seems 
to me an implied plea for a return to a mid-Victorian 
obscurantism and head-in-the-sand ostrichism I had 
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thought no longer acceptable to Catholic educators 
any more than to non-Catholic ones. Certainly as a 
Catholic and a pediatrician who is called upon regu. 
larly to give guidance to parents on sex education for 
their children, I find such a point of view singularly 
unhelpful as well as disquieting. 

CAROLINE A. CHANDLER, M.D, 


Baltimore, Md. 


We appreciate the trouble Dr. Chandler took to ex. 
press her disagreement with our editorial, “Paging 
Mrs. Hobby,” of last October 28, and regret our delay 
in getting around to publishing the doctor’s com- 
munication. 

The editorial criticized the booklet on The Adoles. 
cent in Your Family, published by the Children’s 
Bureau, on the score of its “amorality” and “tela. 
tivism” when dealing with questions of sexual morality 
of particular concern to young people. It did not 
present any views on the broad subject of sex edu- 
cation itself, beyond finding fault with the booklet 
on moral grounds, 

Since our correspondent quotes at length from 
p. 77 of the publication, the reader can judge for him- 
self whether or not this passage indicates an attitude 
of “amorality” and moral “relativism.” 

Our editorial found the booklet particularly ob- 
jectionable in the way it treated two problems. One 
was petting, on which it stated (p. 79): 

. . . Studies made up to the present give a con- 

fused picture. Petting, under one name or other, 

is as old as mankind. We cannot say definitely 
' that it is connected with later marital poor ad- 
justment, nor can we say positively that it may 
contribute to effective sex relations after mar- 
riage. What we can do is be honest. To be told 

“we don’t know” is more helpful than to be put 

off with obvious platitudes, Teen-agers can, with- 

out being frightened, be made aware of the risk 
of being overwhelmed by the strong urges that 
petting may awaken. 


Does not this paragraph dismiss the serious moral 
problems involved in petting as if they hinged entirely 
on how that practice might affect marital adjustment 
in later life? 

In this passage the booklet clearly assumes that if 
we did definitely know—as it says we do not—that 
pre-marital petting contributed to marital adjustment 
later on, then parents would be advised to tell their 
children that the practice is all right. This is a good 
example of what is called utilitarian ethics, which 
regards anything as morally good so long as it suits 
human convenience in a purely temporal way. It 
regards man as law unto himself, instead of seeing 
him as he is, a rational creature of God obliged to 
conform to the moral norms which his Creator or- 
dained for him in creating human nature. 

Although the booklet is equally vulnerable in re- 
gard to the morality of masturbation (pp. 29-30), 
enough has been said to amplify the reasons for our 
criticism. EprTor 
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ABBE PIERRE and the 
Ragpickers of Emmaus 


By BORIS SIMON. The story of a 
great man who has warmed the heart 
of all mankind with his works of 
love among the poor and rejected of 
Paris. Catholic Lenten Reading List 
Selection. Illustrated, $3.75 


THE GOLDEN STRING 


By BEDE GRIFFITHS, O.S.B. 
The autobiography of a young Brit- 
ish intellectual whose search for the 
meaning of existence led him at 
last to the challenge of a life in a 
Benedictine monastery. “One of the 
profoundest, best-written spiritual 
documents of our time.” 


—London Tablet. $3.50 


DAVID 


By PIERO BARGELLINI. The 
story of Israel’s Shepherd King, told 
with reverence and singing beauty 
. .. introducing to American readers 
one of the contemporary giants of 
Italian letters. Catholic Lenten 
Reading List Selection. 

Illustrated, $3.50 


A DOCTOR AT CALVARY: 


The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
as Described by a Surgeon 


By PIERRE BARBET, M.D. The 
first medical study of Our Lord’s 
physical torture during His Passion 
and Crucifixion. “As an aid to vivid 
viewing of the Passion, the book is 
peerless.”—Rev. John S. Kennedy. 
3rd printing, illustrated, $3.00 


THE LAW OF LOVE: 


The Spiritual Teachings of 
Francis Devas, S.J. 


Edited by PHILIP CARAMAN, 
S.J. What one of the great preachers 
of our time taught about the uni- 
versal problems of mental anguish, 
fear of death, human aberrations, 
the plight of the aged. “Rich in per- 
ception of the needs of the modern 
mind.”—Rev. John S. Kennedy. 
$2.75 


At your bookseller’s 





= 


ST. BENEDICT AND 
HIS MONKS 


By THEODORE MAYNARD. 
The story of a man who withdrew 
from the world so that he might re- 
make the world, and the history of 
the Order he founded, recounted 
for the general reader by a distin- 
guished poet and historian. Spiritual 
Book Associates Selection. $3.00 


MARY IN OUR LIFE 


By REV. WILLIAM G. MOST. A 
lucid outline of Marian Doctrine 
from Scripture and the Fathers to 
the present day. Chosen by the 
American Library Assn. as one of 
the outstanding religious books pub- 
lished in 1954. “Indispensable for 
the person trying to improve him- 
self through spiritual reading.” 

—Our Sunday Visitor. $4.00 


FATHER McNABB READER 


Edited by FRANCIS EDWARD 
NUGENT. Chesterton called this 
great Dominican preacher-writer “al- 
most the greatest man of our time.” 
Here is a representative selection of 
his writings — a literary feast of witty 
and brilliant attacks on the evils of 
this age. $3.50 


PADRE PRO 


By FANCHON ROYER. The first 
complete biography of the Mexican 
Jesuit martyr who sacrificed his life 
to bring solace to the oppressed 
Mexican workers at the height of 
the Calles-Obregén persecution. 
Catholic Lenten Reading List Selec- 
tion. Illustrated, $3.50 


SAINT THOMAS MORE 


By E. E. REYNOLDS. This defini- 
tive biography not only re-creates 
More’s life and character, but de- 
votes special attention to his reli- 
gious experiences, and to the cause 
for which — almost alone in his time 
— he died a martyr. Catholic Lenten 
Reading List Selection. 

Illustrated, $6.00 


e P. J. KENEDY & SONS, N.Y. 8 
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Peace of mind through 
spiritual reading 





Harold C. Gardiner 





He WAS NOT a very good public speaker, as a 
matter of fact. He was not fluent or witty; he was 
not gifted with a sense of phrase or timing; he couldn't 
get the reaction of his audience. And yet, what he 
had to say spoke for him; his very lack of polished 
delivery made what he had to say more impressive. 
One was reminded that the apostles themselves were 
not, as far as the Scriptures tell us, very expert public 
speakers—not until the Word spoke through them. 

He couldn't get the reaction of his audience, I said. 
He couldn't even see his audience. He was blind. He 
came back—this still young and hand- 
some man—from the Battle of the Bulge 
with a leg and an arm gone, and with 
his sight totally destroyed. And yet, he 
stood before the audience of some 400 
women and talked to them—not very 
fluently in words, but with what convic- 
tion in manner!—about spiritual reading 
—a blind man on reading. 

I know how effective his halting 
speech was, because I followed him on 
the same program. I know now—and 
should have realized then—that after he 
finished I should have stood up and 
said only “You have heard the speech 
of the day; I can’t add anything,” and 
sat down. 

Here is something like the talk this 
blind man gave on spiritual reading. I 
cannot put in print the utter sincerity 
and conviction that pulsed through his rather halting 
words. 

“You know,” he said, “we hear so much right now 
about peace in the world. Well, that’s very important, 
no doubt about it, but really there is another kind of 
peace that’s even more important and that’s peace 
within one’s self—and I know what I'm talking about. 
You know, I never read many spiritual books until 
quite recently, but ever since something happened to 
me some time ago, I have begun to wonder what the 
saints found in reading about saints. So I began to 
read spiritual books—and I have found, I think, what 
they give. They give peace, peace inside. It’s not the 
peace of stagnation, but the peace of active and 
vigorous cooperation, the peace that comes with win- 
ning through in the fight to say, and mean it, ‘yes’ 
to God’s will.” 

“I know what I’m talking about,” said this young 
“handicapped” man. He didn’t once say “look at my 
blindness and my poor missing limbs”—if one could 
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AND ARTS 














look at what wasn’t. He simply said, though he never 
said it, “I needed to find peace, I needed (as some 
would say), to ‘adjust’ to a new and cramped and 
limited life and I found that I could, with God's 
grace, through the reading of spiritual books. I found 
peace—and I know better than you do how one needs 
it—in reading, through my fingertips, through the eyes 
of another, about the real source of 
all peace.” 

Well, that’s about what he said, and 
the audience of 400 hardly drew a 
breath through all his ten-minute talk, 
but when they drew breath at the end, 
it was a breath of a group of people 
who have been privileged to look into 
the deep and lovely secrets of a soul 
who has found peace in God’s holy, 
hard, taxing and infinitely consoling 
and strengthening will. 

A book called The Power of Positive 
Thinking has been at the top of the 
best-seller lists for two years. It re 
cently came in for some scathing 
criticism in the December 11 issue of 
the Saturday Review, in which the 
article’s author, Warren Weaver, ends 
with: 

God pity me on the day when I have lost my 

restlessness! God pity me on the day when I am 

satisfied! God rouse me up if ever I am so dull, 
insensitive, lazy, complacent, phlegmatic and 
apathetic as to be at peacel 

Mr. Weaver, of course, has a point, but I doubt that 
he would get the point of the blind young man who 
has found peace, not through thinking “high” thoughts, 
but through a deep, personal realization that our rest- 
less hearts can find their rest only in the One who 
is Eternal Rest. My blind, not-too-eloquent friend 
would say that the books that follow are all means 
to find the real peace which comes with a divine 
discontent with ourselves. No “power of positive think- 
ing” will ever establish or keep the balance between 
peace and rest, between activity and tranquillity, be 
tween—in other words—time and eternity. But the 
reading of spiritual books will help, and those who 
have tried will agree with my blind friend—they wil 
know what they are talking about. 
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Catholic Lenten 
Reading List — 1955 


Each year the Catholic Lenten List 
Committee of the Religious Publishers 
Croup invites an outstanding person to 
select 26 recently-published books for 
Lenten reading. This year the selector 
is George N. Shuster, president of 
Hunter College. Dr. Shuster is well- 
known for his many books and articles 
and for his participation in public 
affairs. 


While it is to be hoped that reading 
books is never a penitential deed, the 
fact remains that during Lent one’s 
thoughts turn particularly to the rea- 
sons why man exists and the conclu- 
sions to be drawn from them. 

Here then are books of meditation, 
of history, of comment on the times, 
of reflected experience. But above all 
this year books about human lives. 
Truth is often stranger and more mov- 
ing than fiction. People want to be 
shown how to live. Sometimes, in our 
civilization of cities, they feel alone 
and so in a manner helpless; and of 
course this year of Our Lord is not 
designed for timid souls. For this rea- 
son among others it is good that there 
should be tales of saints and near- 
saints who have coped with trouble, 
now and in the past. But the Saviour 
of Mankind is supreme among these, 
and fortunately our list makes this 
evident, too. 

Choosing is never easy, and one 
knows that some books are bound to 
be overlooked, either because they 
are written for less literary folk or be- 
cause they are destined to wield their 
influence later on. In any event, there 
is fare here for everyone and a bal- 
anced diet for those fortunate enough 
to be able to read a good deal. 

GrorcE N. SHUSTER 


ABBE PIERRE AND THE RAGPICKERS OF 
EMMAUS 
By Boris Simon 

Emmaus, a French Catholic social 
welfare experiment station, should be 
known by everyone because it is at 
once a challenge to the conscience 
and a reason for prayer. The narrative 
is dramatic and unforgettable. 

Kenedy $3.75 


Arrica: Wortp or New MEN 
By John J. Considine 
A great authority on the missions vis- 
its a momentously important continent 
which is rapidly becoming an integral 
part of the Western cultural area, and 
discusses quite informally missionaries, 
their hopes and their problems. 


Dodd, Mead $4.00 



































Inspiration Books 
By HENRY BRENNER, O.S.B. 


THE ART OF LIVING JOYFULLY 
Spiritual solutions for many of life’s 
little ills in short chapters. 

188 pages. $1.00 


AS OTHERS SEE US 
Some points on our relations with 
others that will help to make life 
more pleasant. 
117 pages. $1.25 


THE COURAGEOUS 

SHALL CONQUER 
It is not the number of times that we 
get discouraged that matters, but 
how many times we keep on trying 
to succeed that counts. 
131 pages. $1.00 





































































Spiritual 
Classics By ARCHBISHOP GOODIER, S.J. 


THE CROWN OF SORROW 

Besides the account of the Passion and Death of 
Christ there is a meditation for each day in Lent 
from the Gospel narratives. 
156 pages. $1.25 


JESUS CHRIST, THE SON OF GOD 
This book has been widely read and acclaimed as 
a short and excellent life of Christ delineating His 
personality and His character. 
143 pages. $1.25 


THE SCHOOL OF LOVE 
Brief essays on spiritual topics and their relation to 
the purpose of life today. Nineteen short chapters. 
141 pages. $1.25 

















Order from your bookstore of 


GRAIL PUBLICATIONS, Room One, Meinrad, Indiana 
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Gop’s WAYFARER Not 

By Irina Gorainoff B 
Those who have liked Hilaire Bg. Av 
loc’s delightful Path to Rome, fo. time 
tunately reissued recently, will cherish time 
this book, too, though it tells of what hard 
is in many ways a different kind of foun 


Be Not AFRAID 

By Emmanuel Mounier 
A noble essay on our chaotic times 
which will evoke enthusiasm and dis- 
sent, written by a French editor re- 
cently deceased and notable as one 
who cherished faith, hope and charity, 


FaITH AND FREEDOM 

By Barbara Ward 
How to understand the past, to live 
in the present and to prepare intel- 
ligently for the future as a citizen in 
the light of faith is discussed by a 
well-known English economist who 


writes effectively. and who learned to anticipate the joy pilgrimage. Men 

Norton ‘i $3.75 of the future by reason of his suffer- Coward-McCann $2.50 Shee 
ing in the present. 

Davw Harper $3.00 - ns ARC ~— ne 

01 ene y Lucien Fabre B 

By Piero Bargellini BEFORE THE DAWN Translated by Gerard Hopkins on 


This life of one of the major figures 
of the Old Testament is very vivid 
and original, so that it serves ad- 
mirably to reawaken one’s concern 
with the spiritual background against 


The life story of St. Joan has beep olen 
told many times, but there is always of tt 
something to add—or, if need be, sub. died 
tract. This book, by a distinguished | jhe 
French novelist, may well be the def | ated 


By Eugenio Zolli 
The author, once Chief Rabbi of 
Rome, reflects on the experiences of 
his life, in particular on his conver- 
sion. His book deals also with the 


which the ministry of Our Lord persecution of the Jews by Hitler and _initive account. its w 
achieved fruition. on central aspects of recent history § McGraw-Hill $5.00 | of th 
Kenedy $3.50 with acumen and some pathos. the ¢ 
Sheed & Ward $3.25 Tue Lire oF THE BLEssep Vircw | Kone 

THE END or TIME MARY 
By Josef Pieper BisHop HeaLy: BELOVED OUTCASTE From the Visions of Anne Catherine | pase, 
An essay on the philosophy of his- By Albert S. Foley, S.J. Emmerich By 


In honor of the Marian Year, Bren- Writt 
tano’s account of the visions of the | schol: 
Blessed Virgin’s life as reported by books 
a German mystic has been newly | gover, 
translated and edited. It is a book | recon 


The life story of a New England 
bishop whose mother was a mulatto 
slave girl. Absorbing, touching and 
significant even if the narrative some- 
times gets rather badly cluttered up. 


tory by one of the foremost of German 
philosophers which deals with the 
thesis that the “end of all things” can- 
not be understood without knowledge 
of the Beginning of all things. 
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Nor WiTHOUT TEARS 
By Helen Caldwell Day 
A very personal, eloquent and some- 
times unfortunately a relatively sen- 
timental autobiographical essay by a 
hard-working Negro woman who 
founded a “house of hospitality” in 
Memphis, Tennessee. 
Sheed ¢ Ward $3.50 


PapRE PRO 

By Fanchon Royer 
This is a very readable account (in 
some respects it is almost a novel) 
of the life of a Mexican Jesuit who 
died a martyr’s death in 1927, when 
the government of his country initi- 
ated a persecution of the Church in 
its way as severe as any of the sons 
of the Society have encountered in 
the Orient. 
Kenedy . $3.50 
PascAL AND THE MystIcAL TRADITION 

By F. T. H. Fletcher 
Written by a distinguished English 
scholar, this is the best of recent 
books about a mystic and thinker of 
sovereign importance, which can be 
recommended to those who are pre- 
pared to cope with intellectual prob- 
lems. 
Philosophical Library $4.75 
Pius XII: EuGENIO PACELLI, PoPE OF 

PEACE 
By Oscar Halecki and James F. 
Murray, Jr. 

A new and enlarged edition of what 
is no doubt the most satisfactory bi- 
ography of the reigning Sovereign 
Pontiff, notable particularly for its 
discussion of Pope Pius’ efforts to lift 
the scourge of war from mankind. 
Farrar, Straus & Young $4.50 


St. Toomas MorE 

By E, E. Reynolds 
It may seem a work of supereroga- 
tion to recommend another biography 
of this saint, particularly since Pro- 
fessor Chamber’s admirable book is 
still available. But this one is written 
with skill especially for teachers and 
scholars, 
Kenedy $6.00 
Saints In HELL 

By Gilbert Cesbron 
Here is a kind of novel (it happens 
to be this only formally) about a 
French “worker priest” which rises 
above controversy and question to be- 
come a breath-taking and illuminating 
commentary on the Catholic faith and 
social justice, 
Doubleday $3.75 
Stor, Loox anp Live 

By James Keller, C.M. 
Here are lively meditations for every 


day in the year written by a priest 
who knows how most people do live in 
the modern world as well as how they 
ought to live. 
Garden City $2.00 
THE Story OF THE ROSARY 

By J. G. Shaw 
This history of the Rosary ransacks 
previous literature on the subject, and 
comes up with fresh, though it may 
sometimes be venturesome, conclu- 
sions. 
Bruce $3.25 
Tue Srory or THomas More 

By John Farrow 
This is a very readable short life of 
a popular saint, accurate but in no 
sense learned, printed with illustra- 
tions which catch the spirit of Hol- 
bein. 
Sheed & Ward $3.50 
THE Turrp REVOLUTION 

By Karl Stern 
This study of the relations between 


psychiatry and religion discusses one 
of the more difficult problems of our 
time, but is so patently written with 
knowledge of the tradition of Cath- 
olic ascetical theology that it can be 
recommended even to those who have 
not hitherto concerned themselves 
with the subject. 

Harcourt, Brace $4.00 


THE WATER AND THE FIRE 
By Gerald Vann, O.P. 

A book written with learning and 
power to spare for all those who would 
help rebuild the shattered world of 
human culture. Everyone can read it, 
but it is directed to parents and edu- 
cators in particular. 

Sheed & Ward $2.75 


*RELIGION BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN 
By George N. Shuster 
Macmillan, 1954 $4.00 
*Recommended by the RPG Com- 
mittee for the Catholic Lenten Read- 
ing List. 
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Guardini’s 
masterpiece 
for Lenten 

reading 


THE 
LORD 


Romano Guardini 


“The undoubted treasure this 
book contains for the serious 
Catholic reader.” 

— Frederick A. Harkins, S. J., 
America 


Informative, stimulating and 
encouraging throughout.” 
— Henry Willmering, S. J., 
Books on Trial 
“This book is a masterpiece... 
Guardini has restored to us a 
living breathing Lord as the 
center of our adoration.” 
—H. A. Reinhold, 
Commonweal 


“This work is the glorious fruit 
of four years of thought by one 
of the most vigorous writers 
in the Church today.” 
—H. T. Applegate, : 
Ave Maria 
“The ripened issue of immense 
erudition and sustained reflec- 
tion...Its genius is to rouse 
and open one up to the full 
influence of Christ.” 
— Rev. John S. Kennedy, * 
Our Sunday Visitor 
“A superior work that will rock 
and stir the soul of any reader 
.. remarkable penetration and 
a wonderful purity and integ- 
rity of spirit.” 
—Thomas J. Grady, S. T. L., 
New World 


aw 


An instant Best-Seller. 
Second large printing now available. 


Visit your Catholic bookstore today. 


$6.50 








Superb theology, philosophy 





APPROACHES TO GOD 





By Jacques Maritain. Translated from 
the French by Peter O'Reilly. Harper. 
128p. $2.50 


This is an extraordinary little book, a 
kind of modern Itinerarium Mentis ad 
Deum. Appearing as the first in what 
promises to be an interesting series 
of short elucidations and evaluations 
for the guidance of the new “world 
age” we are now entering (the series 
is “World Perspectives,” planned and 
edited by Ruth N. Anshen), it out- 
lines eleven arguments for, or rather, 
“approaches” to God. Apart from the 
intrinsic interest of the arguments, the 
whole piece also offers itself as a kind 
of summation of Maritain’s life-work 
in philosophy, at least in one impor- 
tant, and perhaps central, area of his 
thought. 

Maritain is and has been a formal 
and explicit Thomist. It is to be ex- 
pected then that the “five ways” of 
St. Thomas will form the foundation 
of the work. But Maritain was also 
once a pupil of Bergson and he has 
become a man of prayer. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that what is 
most interesting about this book is 
not the five classic arguments but the 
pre-philosophic way which precedes 
them, and the five “ways of the heart” 
which follow them. 

Most of these have already ap- 
peared in Maritain’s other works. In 
line with recent analyses of St. Thom- 
as’ theory of the perception of being, 
Maritain argues that in the vague 
pre-philosophic intuition of being 
there is involved a quick “natural 
reasoning” to God, a kind of knowl- 
edge of God which comes before the 
proofs, 

Over and beyond the rational dem- 
onstrations, he also argues (and this 
is a new argument, the only one which 
he has not presented before) that 
there is a natural intellectual mysti- 
cism involved in the experience of 
spiritual activity, which requires the 
being of God as its explanation. There 
is, too, an implicit perception of God 
in the value areas of the beautiful 
and the good, and a confirmation of 
God to be drawn from Bergson’s ar- 
gument from the testimony of the 
Christian mystics. The whole is 
brought to a conclusion by an exposi- 
tion of a “transnatural” desire in man 
for God. 

It must be apparent how far this is 
from Thomism as it is generally under- 
stood, or even how far from the 
Thomism of Maritain’s early days. It 
is certainly in harmony with much of 
the Thomism of recent times, which 
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a Fearn a book appears which may well 
mark the beginning of an era; and this volume 
is such a book . . . a wonderful step toward the 
integration of the science of man.” 

Francis J. Braceland, M.D., America 


dees book is, to my mind, the best yet written 

in English on psychiatry and religion from 
a Catholic viewpoint. It is extraordinarily rich . . . 
should be considered a giant step forward toward 
the construction of the bridge which finally must 
connect Catholic thought with modern psychol- 


ogy.” 
Rev. Edward H. Flannery 


REVOL 


“O ne is particularly grateful for the author’s 

emphatic and impressive reinstatement of 
man as a person and spiritual being . . . Stern’s 
book may well prove to be an important step on 
the way to a new humanity and a new conception 
of man. It should be widely read and seriously 


considered.” 
Rudolf Allers, Books on Trial 


“Mi? the voice of this Roman Catholic psycho- 

analyst contribute to the growing aware- 
ness that by traveling various roads we can find 
the way to man’s mind or, to use the author’s own 
words, ‘to the unity and uniqueness of the human 


person.” 
Joost A, M. Meerloo, N. Y. Times Book Review 


“ A ‘book-shelf must’ for every 20th century 

thinking man. It imparts an important mes- 

sage to the clergyman, psychiatrist, medical doctor, 

social worker, and any others concerned with a 
striving for sanctity or sanity.” 

Henry P. Ouellette, Boston Pilot 








Karl Stern's earlier book, the 
memorable autobiography THE 
PILLAR OF FIRE, received the 
Christopher Award in 1951. 


$4.00 at all booksellers 


HARCOURT, BRACE 
AND COMPANY 
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that here is a book you may taste or 
bite into, bolt or chew, ingest or 
rminate in any way you please, and 
not only suffer no intellectual indi- 
gestion, but even experience great 
mental stimulation and satisfaction. 
This remarkable situation reflects 
credit on author and publisher alike. 
How was it effected? First, for well 
over 500 pages Gilson traces the de- 
yelopment of philosophical ideas 
through fourteen centuries with his 
ysual clarity, sympathy, penetration 
and modesty, meanwhile concealing 
(at least from those who choose to 
ignore the many numbered _super- 
scripts) the tremendous underlying 
labor by his serene manner and style, 
and by postponing, literally, all notes. 

But the notes are not forgotten. In 
fact, they fill over 250 pages, in some- 
what smaller type than the text, so as 
pretty nearly to match it in actual 
amount of material. Nor is this fact 
surprising, since the book contains, 
in refined and distilled form, the fruit 
of the author’s long years of lecturing 
on the subject at the Pontifical In- 
stitute of Medieval Studies in Toronto, 
And it truly constitutes, to change 
metaphor, a wine for the spirit—of 
rarest vintage, flavor, body and bou- 
quet. 

Eleven sections deal in succession 
with the Greek Apologists, Early 


Christian Speculation, the periods 
from St. Augustine to Boethius and 
from Scotus Erigena to St. Bernard, 
Arabian and Jewish Philosophy, Early 
Scholasticism, Theology and Learn- 
ing, the Golden Age of Scholasticism, 
the Condemnation of 1277, Four- 
teenth-Century Scholasticism, and the 
Modern Way. 

In each part the major doctrinal 
trends and figures, and some related 
ones, are brilliantly expounded, cor- 
related and appraised, without severe 
strictures for anyone, and with an 
uncanny knack of convincing the 
reader that the analysis is accurate 
and adequate, and that the author 
fully understands even where he very 
delicately expresses disagreement. 

No one interested in the history of 
philosophy will be surprised to find 
here delineated the main currents of 
Platonism, Aristotelianism, Thomism, 
Scotism and, finally, Nominalism. This 
volume is intended for general read- 
ers and students as an introduction 
to the fascinating story of philosoph- 
ical developments within the Chris- 
tian family up to the end of the 
Middle Ages. But the scholarly notes 
and the research they represent ren- 
der it as least as useful for the teacher 
of philosophy and the history of phil- 
osophy, and for advanced students as 
well. 


Every reader must be impressed 
and influenced by the author’s deep 
learning and command of his subject. 
Even more remarkable, however, are 
the language and style and manner in 
which they are clothed. Gilson ex- 
hibits everywhere such a mild and 
mellow outlook, such serenity and 
good humor, such felicity of word 
choice, such balance and moderation 
in judgment, such gentleness and mod- 
esty, as to delight all who read him, 
and to furnish incontestable proof that 
he not only teaches but also practises 
Christian wisdom in a superlative 
degree. 

Two indices, of authors and of his- 
torians, complete the book, not to 
mention an uncompromising cross on 
its cover—for it remains historically 
true and indisputable that during the 
period here treated, Western philos- 
ophy and Christian theology were 
most intimately associated and influ- 
enced each other, 

MERRILL F. GREENE, S.J. 
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“In Ireland,” one of the 20 stories in 
this delightful book begins, “all you 
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Lent and Easter—. 
The Church's Spring 
By Hermann Franke. Urges a return to 
the primitive Christian outlook on Lent 
and Easter so that we might grasp and 
live the reality symbolized by the liturgi- 
cycles. $1.75 


The Priest in the World 
By Rev. Josef Sellmair. An exceptional 
work on the priesthood setting forth the 
relationship that should exist between 
humanity and the mystery of grace in 
priests. $3.25 


The Scholar and the Cross— 
The Life and Work of Edith Stein 
By Hilda C. Graef. Captures the very 
spirit of the life and work of Edith Stein, 
one of the most remarkable women of our 
century, and shows her as a great teacher, 
influential philosopher and saintly Car- 
melite nun, Titus. $3.50 


Points for the Meditations and 
Contempiations of St. Igna- 
tius of Loyola 
By Franz von Hummelauer, S.J. This 
new edition, revised by H. Roper, S.J., 

highlights the _Principal texts of oink 
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My Servant, Catherine 
By Arrigo Levasti. “Besides being a well- 
equipped historian, the author shows a 
sensitive understanding of Catherine’s 
spirituality.”—London Tablet $4.00 


Meditation on the Passion 
Edited by Reginald Walsh, O.P. One of 
the best works on the subject in English. 

hose who wish to advance in the art 
of mental prayer will find this book most 
beneficial."—The Witness $4.00 





Suffering With Christ— 

A Marmion Anthology 
Edited by Dom Raymund Thibaut, O.S.B. 
“Short selections admirably suited to 
prayerful, reflective reading and medita- 
tion.”’—Catholic Review Service $3.75 


Holiness Is for Everyone 
By Martial Lekeux, O.F.M. “Shows that 
holiness is meant for everyone who con- 
siders himself a true Christian and is not 
just an ideal attainable by the select few.” 
—Dominicana $2.50 


Living the Mass 
By F. Desplanques, S.J. Points out that 
the Mass should become an integral part 
of our daily life. $2 


A Spiritual Reader 
Compiled by Francis Edw. Nugent. This 
anthology “provides a pleasantly informal 
introduction to many outstanding spiritual 
writers.”’—Dominicana 50 


This Tremendous Lover 
By Eugene Boylan, O.C.S.O. ‘‘For every- 
body, a truly Christocentric work on the 
life of grace.’—The Sign $3.00 


More Blessed Than Kings 
By Vincent P. McCorry, S.J. “Gospel 
scenes brought to life in vivid word pic- 
tures with surprisingly modern applica- 
tion.” —America $3.00 


Everyman At His Prie-Dieu 
By Robert Nash, S.J. “Those who hunger 
for a fuller spiritual life will find here 
the simple, practical guide they have al- 
ways wanted in their ascent to God.” 
—Forecast 





The Nun At Her Prie-Dieu 
By Robert Nash, S.J. These meditations 
“will be spiritually stimulating for many 
religious; all will find some parts salutary 
reminders of things which even the best 
of us forget.”—Orate Fratres $3.06 


The Priest At His Prie-Dieu 
By Robert Nash, S.J. Fifty-two medita- 
tions treating of the ideals, privileges, ob- 
ligations, difficulties and remedies which 
the priest’s vocation implies. $3.00 


The Seminarian At His 
Prie-Dieu 
By Robert Nash, S.J. An aid for every 
seminarian and religious scholastic who 
wishes to progress in mental prayer. $3.50 


The Meaning of Life and 
Marriage 
By Baron Frederick von Gagern, M.D. A 
sympathetic and penetrating understand- 
ing of today’s problems. $3.25 


The Human Element in the 
Church of Christ 
By Rev. Paul Simon. “All in all, a ve 
interesting, thought-provoking book.”” — 
Catholic Review Service $2.75 


The Sacraments in the 
Christian Life 
By M. M. Philipon, O.P. A study em- 
phasizing the social nature of the seven 
sacraments. $4.25 


The Path to the Heights 
By Raoul Plus, S.J. “By means of the 
metaphor of mountain climbing, Father 
Plus explains the steps in our progress 
towards perfection.”—The Register $2.50 
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need to make a story is two men with 
completed characters—say, a parish 
priest and his sexton.” There is more 
to Mr. MacMahon’s formula, of course 
—among other things, “a shrewish 
woman who asks three questions”— 
and considerably more to the stories 
themselves. Readers of The Red Pet- 
ticoat will find both the jaunty uproar 
of the stories in The Lion-Tamer and 
the myth-making reverence of the 
novel Children of the Rainbow. 
These stories range from the topical 
(“Evening in Ireland,” as cogent a 
statement of the Irish population prob- 
lem as could be imagined) to the gro- 
tesque (“Chicken-Licken,” the story 
of a deformed girl with romantic 
longings). In most of these stories the 
characters are indeed “completed,” in 
the best sense of being type charac- 
ters. When priest and people argue 
over the extent to which the sound 
of the church bell can be heard in the 
parish, the reader soon knows what all 
the characters are like and, to a cer- 
tain extent, what they will do. The 
fun lies in seeing how they will delay 


the inevitable. He Adams once, 
not kindly, observed that whereas 
most peoples content themselves with 
obstructing one another, the Irish al- 
ways “obstruct themselves.” Here they 
certainly do, with wariness and Celtic 
wiliness sometimes, but often the “ob- 
struction” comes from the claims of 
the faith over ordinary orneryness. 
Mr. MacMahon’s many Irelands are 
fascinating. “Close to the Clay” is a 
grim study of peasant superstition. 
In contrast are his gay stories of 
tinkers. There are touches of the 
moonshine-and-nonsense school of 
Irish writing too, yet the significant 
phrase “dry cash” recurs in still other 
stories. Mr. MacMahon’s many tech- 
niques engage the attention, too. Some 
of these stories are mere sketches or 
popularized handlings of conven- 
tional situations, yet his book con- 
tains as well the high and intricate 
artistry of “Wedding Eve” and “The 
World Is Lovely and the World Is 
Wide.” Clearly, Ireland and Mr. Mac- 
Mahon both continue to be well worth 
watching out for. Ramey HucHEs 
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THE SUN, THE SEA AND 
TOMORROW 








By F. G. Walton Smith and Henny 
Chapin. Scribner. 210p. $3.50 


Man’s quest for new sources of food, 
energy, minerals is of necessity a cop. 
tinuing process. Were it interrupted 
for any appreciable time, depletion of 
non-renewable resources and growing 
pressures on those currently renewabk: 
would quickly remind man that the 
earth’s full abundance is secured only 
at the price of unending human toil, 

In The Sun, the Sea and Tomo. 
row, the oceanographer-director of 
Miami’s marine laboratory joins forces 
with historian Chapin in pushing for. 
ward on the quest. They interpret for 
the lay reader their findings as regards 
the food-producing potential of the 
water-covered portion of the earth's 
surface. They also explain the poss. 
bilities of getting additional energy 
from sun and tides, and essential min. 
erals as well as energy from the 
depths of the sea. 

Ninety per cent of the earth’s veg. 
etation grows unseen by man beneath 
the water’s surface. This gives some 
idea of the sea’s vast capacity for sup- 
porting life, from vegetable plankton 
to whales. As yet only a minor fraction 
of this life is exploited directly or in- 
directly by man for food. Improved 
equipment and more scientific meth- 
ods, better processing and _ storage 
facilities, additional research into fish 
habits and movements are but a few 
ways in which progress can be made 
toward fuller exploitation. 

Limits, however, exist as regard 
the sea as a source of food. Access tn 
deeper and more distant parts involves 
difficulty and danger. Again, it is priv- 
cipally in cooler climates, where fre 
quent temperature changes move 
waters to different levels, that marine 
life thrives. Finally, even the broad 
expanses of the sea are finite, and n0t 
all are equally productive. Thes 
thoughts will serve to moderate et 
thusiasm and to remind us that much 
research and technical work need 
doing before the ocean depths at 
fully opened as a source of food. 





Expanding populations, moreovét 
combined with demands for improvel 
living levels, put a strain on presently 
known reserves of minerals and ent 
gy. Yet without a steady supply o 
certain minerals our technological ci 
ilization cannot endure. Neither, t 
may be noted, can the sea be f 
efficiently for additional food. Het 
the mineral-laden sea waters have 
much to offer—how much depends # 
whether or not extraction costs 
be brought down and whether & 
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Lenten Book Buying 


The following Catholic Bookstores will supply the Lenten reading you want. Visit, 
write or phone the Catholic Bookstore nearest you for the fastest, most efficient 
service when you want books, bibles, prayer books, religious articles or religious art. 


Wherever possible, patronize your local Catholic bookstore ! 


Boston 





Est. 1907 
MATTHEW F. SHEEHAN CO. 


NEW ENGLAND'S LEADING 
CATHOLIC BOOK STORE 


22 Chauncy Street 
Boston 11, Mass. 





Frederick Pustet 
Company, Inc 
436 MAIN STREET 


CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 
Telephone: MAIn 2678 


Cleveland 
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Book Store 


906 Superior Ave. 
Cleveland 14, Ohio 





Denver 





The James Clarke 
Church Goods House 


1633 TREMONT 
DENVER 2, COLORADO 








Indianapolis 





Krieg Bros. 


CATHOLIC SUPPLY HOUSE 


249 N. Pennsylvania St. 
Indianapolis 4, Ind. 
Phone ME 4-2173 


Serving Indiana Since 1892 


Milwaukee 


The Church (Dart 


799 North Water St. 
CITY HALL SQUARE 
Milwaukee 2, Wis. 





Newark, 


Bi Kelly 


Religious Articles Catholic Books 
57 HALSEY STREET 


NEWARK 2, NEW JERSEY 





New Haven 


SAINT THOMAS MORE 
Gift Shop 


ELIZABETH A. HUBER 


1102 CHAPEL ST. 
NEW HAVEN 10, CONN. 
TELEPHONE 8-3259 








Pittsburgh 





Kirner’s 
Catholic Book Store 


309 Market St. 
Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 


Portland 





Catholic Book & 
Church Supply Co. 


314 S. W. WASHINGTON STREET 
PORTLAND 4, OREGON 


St. Louis 


B. Herder Book Co. 


1007 OLIVE STREET 
15 and 17 SOUTH BROADWAY 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 





Westminster 





THE 


Newman Bookshop 
WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND 


Baltimore Branch: 
226 North Liberty Street 
Baltimore 1, Maryland 
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WASHINGTON 17, D. C. 
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If you are looking for a publisher send for our 
free, illustrated booklet titled To the Author in 
Search of a Publisher. It tells how we can pub- 
lish, promote and distribute your book, as we 
have done for hundreds of other writers. All 
subjects considered. New authors welcomed. 
Write today for Booklet CA. It’s free. 

VANTAGE PRESS, 120 W. 31 ST., N. Y. 
In Calif., 6253 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood 28 
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EYE EXAMINATIONS — Three Registered 
Optometrists having years of experience are at 
your service, to give you examination and advice 


JOHN J. HOGAN, INC. 
ESTABLISHED 1892 
Louis Merckling and Staff, Optometrists 


Oculists’ prescriptions filled 


EIGHT WEST 40th STREET—NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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ALTAR BOY RESPONSES on phonograph 
record—Two or more $1.00 each, post- 
paid. GRIFFIN, 478 E. French Place, 
San Antonio, Texas. 





{RISH BOOKS, Belleeck China, Linens, 
Celtic Crosses, Rosaries, Cards, etc. Write 
for Catalog. Irish Industries Depot, Inc., 
876 Lexington Ave., New York 21, N. Y. 





IRISH CHURCH LINENS: Outstanding 
values and qualities. Plexiglass Pall 
Foundations—5%4”, 6”, 64%” and 7”’— 
$1.00 Silk embroidery Floss. Ecclesiasti- 
cal transfer patterns. Linen Girdle Cro- 
chet Thread. Free samples. Mary Moore, 
Importer. Box 394 M, Davenport, Iowa. 





JESUIT HOME MISSION. My Hope—a 
school to plant the Catholic tradition. 
Small contributions are precious and 
welcome. Rev. John Risacher, S.J., Holy 
Cross Mission, Durham, North Carolina. 





MEXICAN CHILDREN in drought area need 
clothing, especially shoes and layettes. 
Father F. Schmidt, Georgetown, Texas. 


nomic necessity, other sources failing, 
renders essential even high-cost ex- 
ploitation of the sea. 

In both food and mineral produc- 
tion, adequate sources of energy will 
always be a controlling factor. Indeed, 
energy is the common denominator 
between food and fuel. This fact ex- 
plains why the authors discuss the 
food and mineral potential of the sea 
in connection with solar energy. The 
sun, they note, may yet prove a more 
reliable energy-source than uranium 
ore. 

The approach taken by the authors 
toward the resource question is nei- 
ther unduly alarmist nor flamboyantly 
optimistic. They venture no guess as 
to exact amounts of foods and miner- 
als the sea may be expected to yield. 
Rather they point out the possibilities 
and the limits, meanwhile insisting on 
the need for objective analysis and 
research. Those who seek an evalua- 
tion of the sea’s potential capacity in 
the light of present knowledge and 
technology will find it in this readable 
discussion. Witt1AM J. GripBons 





Rev. Merritu F. Greene, S.]., 
is professor of cosmology at 
Weston College, Mass. 

Rev. Rosert F. HaArvANeEK, 
S.J., is in the Department of 
Philosophy at West Baden 
College, Ind. 

Ritey HvucuEs is associate pro- 
fessor of English, Georgetown 
University School of Foreign 
Service. 

Rev. Witi1aAMm Gissons, §S.J., 
is professor of economics at 
Loyola College, Baltimore, 
Md. 
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MISSIONARY PRIEST struggling to build 
school; 163 Catholics in two counties of 
85,000 population. Please help us! Rev. 
Louis R. Williamson, St. Mary’s Parish, 
Hartsville, South Carolina. 
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40,000 BOOKS weekly listing. 15¢ up. Free 
catalog. P. O. Box 11, New York 28. 








And now Jesus was led by the Spirit 
away into the wilderness, to be tempt- 
ed there by the devil. Forty days and 
forty nights He spent fasting, and at 
the end of them was hungry (Matt. 
4:1-2; Gospel for first Sunday in 
Lent). 


The Gospel for the first Sunday in 
Lent makes two clear points which 
are critical both for the spending of 
a truly Christian Lent and for the 
living of a truly Christian life. The 
two points are specified in the opening 
verses of this passage from Matthew. 
The first of these valuable items is a 
fact, the other a principle. 

The fact which our present Gospel 
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sets before us is the reality of thy 
very real person, the devil. Perhaps 
this individual in some sense merits 
a certain attention from us as we un. 
dertake another Lent. 

From Genesis to the Apocalypse the 
devil is abundantly noticed in Scrip. 
ture. His commonest designations ay, 
the Hebrew Satan, meaning “adye,. 
sary,” and the Greek diabolos 
“calumniator.” This Satan is by n 
means a mere force or tendency 
environment or abstract idea. The 
devil is a person, possessing a definite 
nature. That nature is superhuman, In 
short (and paradoxically), Satan is ap 
angel, albeit a fallen, rebellious and 
depraved angel. This debased spirit 
who originally bore the splendid name 
Lucifer, “Light-Bearer,” led the first 
venture of created, rational natures 
into revolt against the will of the all. 
loving and omnipotent Creator. The 
venture ended disastrously, as all sim. 
ilar rebellion must. 

The fallen angel has never indulged 
in the pointless luxury of merely sit. 
ting and licking his wounds. The heart 
and core and mainspring of his now 
envenomed angelic nature is hatred; 
hatred for God and for all that is cre. 
ated in the image and likeness of God, 
It is the devil’s limited function, al- 
lowed him by an infinitely wise Provi- 
dence, to strive tirelessly to implement 
his black hatred of God, with God's 
image as prey and object. In his deal- 
ings with us mortal and sometimes 
foolish men, Satan means business, In- 
fernal and eternal business. 

Surely, as Holy Mother Church 
again puts before our almost fright- 
ened eyes the titanic scene of the two 
timeless antagonists, Christ and Satan, 
locked in elemental conflict, she in- 
tends us to take note, though in very 
different ways, of both combatants 
in this visible struggle between purest 
Good and blackest evil. It is always 
a mistake to underestimate an enemy. 
Satan has been thoroughly conquered 
by Christ, of course, as he was badly 
worsted in this initial encounter. Let 
me recognize, however, that the 
vicious adversary has not quit the 
field: the field of my life. 

The moral principle which the oper- 
ing Sunday Gospel of Lent spells out 
for us, not through any hortatory ex 


position but by the weighty deed and | 


example of our divine Saviour, is the 
principle of the undeniable validity 0 
Christian self-denial. 

Every new Lent is a summons, ma- 
ternal but inflexible, from Holy Moth 
er Church, bidding her children to 
look yet again into their consciences 
and their lives in the renewed light 
of the law of self-denial. The fact is 
that Christ our Lord forever endorsed 
and ennobled self-abnegation by Hi 
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own rigid, prolonged, severe fast. The 
fact is that Christ our Lord unequivo- 
cally declared this same self-abnega- 
tion to be fundamental and essential 
in any attempt to accept His philos- 
ophy of life: If any man has a mind 
to come My way, let him renounce 
self, and take up his cross, and follow 
Me. The fact is that self-denial exists 
only when self is denied by self. 

No one particularly likes Lent, we 
may suppose, as no one can possibly 
like self-discipline. That, as it hap- 
pens, is precisely the idea: to do de- 
liberately what we don’t like. To do 
what the Light-Bearer refused to do. 

VincENT P. McConrry, S.J. 
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THE SOUTHWEST CORNER, a 
drama of lonely old age, presents Eva 
Le Gallienne with another oppor- 
tunity to return to our stage, from 
which her versatile talent is absent too 
often for too long. Miss Le Gallienne 
appears as Marcia Elder, an aging Ver- 
mont widow who lives alone in her 
ancestral home. The house is much too 
large for her needs. Indeed, the sec- 
tion referred to in the title has been 
walled off from the rest of the build- 
ing, and apparently has not been en- 
tered for years. 

In earlier times the aged members 
of Marcia’s family used to retire to 
the southwest corner, where they 
lived in comfort and privacy, near 
children and grandchildren but not in 
the way. Marcia, the last of her line, 
lives in the main dwelling, as none 
of the family is left to occupy the sec- 
tion formerly reserved for its members 
in the winter of life. 

Marcia, though leading a solitary 
existence, is not really lonely. She is 
active of body and alert of mind, and 
she has her memories and her cat, Her 
memories are the wholesome kind 
that make good company in the sun- 
set years. Her house is in an out-of- 
the-way location, however, and it 
seems only sensible to have some con- 
genial person around. 

Accordingly, Marcia advertises for 
a mature woman who, in return for 
her services as house companion, may 
keep the property on the owner’s de- 
mise, After screening the replies, she 
chooses what appears to be the most 
desirable applicant, learning too late 
that the lady is man-crazy, talks too 
much and hates cats. 

That is the basic structure of John 
Cecil Holm’s New England folk com- 
edy, presented by John Huntington 


at the Holiday. While a vein of Yan- 
kee humor runs through the story, 
there are interludes of restrained sen- 
timent and a touch of pathos. Mr. 
Holm has not only captured the aus- 
tere dignity of New England char- 
acter; he discloses the inner warmth 
beneath the cold surface. 

George Schaefer’s direction, dig- 
nified without being stilted, keeps the 
humor and sentiment in balance, while 
retaining the mood of the scene. Ralph 
Alswang’s setting, a lovely old-fash- 
ioned kitchen, suggests that outside 
the windows one will find the tran- 
quillity of a Vermont landscape. 


It is the writing and performance, 
however, that make the play an in- 
gratiating experience. Mr. Holm’s di- 
alog is a reminder that the crisp New 
England speech at times comes near 
to melody. Miss Le Gallienne’s affec- 
tionate portrayal of Marcia Elder, the 
reticent but friendly widow, makes 
the character a gallant old lady strong 
enough to take either good or bad 
fortune in stride. Enid Markey is 
humorously effective as the giddy, 
conniving permanent house guest, and 
Parker Fennelly is droll as an itinerant 
handy man. 

Ray Boyle and Jean Gillespie are 
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BERNARD MEYER, M.M. 


Here is a “how-to-do-it” book for 
those Catholics who have heard about 
the lay apostolate but who don’t know 
how to go about it. Father Meyer de- 
velops the methods through which 
each of us can make our contribution 
to the life of the Church. Convert in- 
struction, youth programs, leadership 
training, family action and adult edu- 
cation—these are the means Father 
Meyer examines to help us find our 
job in the Church. /ntroduction by 
Archbishop Richard J. Cushing 


Just released $3.50 





HUMAN 
ASCENT 


LOUIS-JOSEPH 
LEBRET, O.P. 


For the last twenty years an intense 
desire has been manifested for a pro- 
found Christian renewal. It is not a 
question of erecting an artificial 
Christendom nor of placing other 
men under the yoke of Christians. It 
is a question of helping Christians to 
realize the dimensions of the Uni- 
verse, to insert themselves in the un- 
folding of history and the develop- 
ment of life. Father Lebret’s purpose 
is to awaken this conscience of Chris- 
tians and non-Christians alike to the 
true dimensions of our role in history 
without separating ourselves from a 
humanity in struggle. Ten original 
drawings by Clarence E. Giese face 
each chapter. 


Just released $2.50 





THE 
CHURCH 


A Divine Mystery 


ROGER HASSEVELDT 


“One cannot help but grow in love 
for the Church as one reads this book. 
It provides a total view of life and re- 
ligion as they should be: within the 
context of the mystery of God giving 
Himself now.”—Worship 


Ideal for Lent $4.50 





AS all bookstores 








FIDES PUBLISHERS 


Chicago 10, Illinois 
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| 
One of Life's Real Pleasures 


is finding the kind of writing on the doctrines of 
the Church which you want to read and recom. 
mend to others. 


The following AMERICA PRESS Publications are 
authoritative, understandable, easily available ang 
mexpensive. 

For Private Devotion, Study and Discussion Clubs 





Everyone wants clear, concise 
writing on Catholic doctrines 


FATHER SCOTT'S 


Defense of the Faith Series 


OUR FATHER GOD 
CATHOLICISM, 


PRESERVER OF CHRISTIANITY 
PROVE THERE’S A SOUL 
HAVE YOU A GOD? 

THEY SAID HE BLASPHEMED 
HUNDREDS OF CHURCHES 
MATTHEW, MARK, 

LUKE AND JOHN 

THIS IS MY BODY 

GOD FORGIVES SINS 

NO POPE CAN BE WRONG 
SCIENCE HELPS THE CHURCH 
DIVORCE IS A DISEASE 


the complete series $1.50 
a single copy of this series 15c¢ 


THE AMERICA PRESS 
70 East 45th Street, New York 17, New York 


Please send me the order checked 





A (1 MARY AND THE POPES.......... $1.00 
B (1 ON THE SACRED LITURGY....... $1.00 
C (1 DEFENSE OF FAITH SERIES....... $1.50 

Al oP A endi®:.. 0.25 5.6..6208 $3.00 
Payment enclosed...... Bill me...... plus postage 
Cee eee ee eee eee ror e ee eee 
PPO RNS os ocb bch Dans 54 ce ttep Si ss00 ee 
ION cecnes eeeuss ZIONEB. 6 055 BEATE 6 <50s 
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MARY and the Popes 


Edited by THOMAs J. M. BuRKE, S. J. 
translated by American Jesuit Theologians 


Single copy $1.00 


A collection of five papal documents offering an authoritative 
and clear statement of Catholic belief about Mary, the Mother 
of God and our Mother 


Jucunda Semper—THE ROSARY—Pope Leo XIII describes this prayer 
“as the distinguishing mark of Christianity. Let it be loved and cher. 
ished in the cities and towns, in families and factories.” 


Ineffabilis Deus—THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION—Pope Pius IX 
defines the doctrine that “the Blessed Virgin Mary in the first instant of 
her conception was entirely free from the stain of original sin by a singu- 


lar grace and privilege of Almighty God.” 
‘Ad Diem Illum Laetissimum—THE ORIGIN OF ERRORS—Pope Pius 
X on the 50th anniversary of the definition of the Immaculate Con- 


ception declares “‘the starting point” of grievous errors against the faith 
is the denial of the Church’s teaching on original sin. 


Munificentissimus Deus—THE ASSUMPTION—Pope Pius XII defines 
“as a dogma divinely revealed that Mary, the Immaculate and ever. 
Virgin Mother of God, was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.” 


Fulgens Carona—MARY'S LIFE—Pope Pius XII on the 100th anni- 
versary of the definition of Mary’s Immaculate Conception proclaims 
“modern men stand in great need” of ‘‘Mary’s life” as “as the pattern and 
tule of their own . . . their thoughts, words, actions.” 


Se tee 


Encyclical of Pope Pius XII 
ON THE SACRED LITURGY 


Commentary by GERARD ELLARD, S.J. single copy $1.00 

MEDIATOR DEI—An encyclical written “that we may fully under 

stand and appreciate . . . the eucharistic sacrifice representing and tt 

newing the sacrifice of the cross, the sacraments which are the streams 

of divine grace and divine life, and the hymn of praise, which heaven 

and earth offer to God.” 

VATICAN TRANSLATION—Father Gerard Ellard, one of the fore 

most liturgical authors, uses the Vatican translation of Mediator Dei, 

and adds from his own vast treasure house of research a commentafy 

on this famous encyclical. 

A NEW EDITION—The present commentary is a new, revised, enlarged, 

improved study of the text. It is not a reprint of previous editions. It 

is as full an array of liturgical knowledge as you are likely ever to 

in so short a space. 

108 PAGES OFFER 

® the historical background of the liturgical movement 

® notes filled with lively discussion of current problems 

® references to Scripture, canon law, Councils of the Fathers and the 
Church, papal documents used in the text 

® a bibliography of other editions and commentaries 
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refreshing as young people in love, 
and Frank Tweddell, an auctioneer, 
makes one understand why it was 
easy for Yankees to sell wooden nut- 
megs. THEOPHILUS LEWIS 





FILMS 











CINERAMA HOLIDAY. When the 
revolutionary three-camera film proc- 
ess known as Cinerama was publicly 
introduced two and a half years ago, 
the initial presentation was called, 
with classically simple precision, This 
Is Cinerama, The first show turned 
out to be a random demonstration of 
what the process, with its radically 
curved, wide-angle screen, its direc- 
tional sound and its capacity to pro- 
ject the spectator into the film’s ac- 
tion, could do to assault the senses. 
At the time, when the impact of that 
roller-coaster ride had worn off, the 
question most likely to be asked was: 
“Has the process potentialities beyond 
its novelty appeal?” 

With the second presentation, Cin- 
erama Holiday, the question remains 
an open one. The mixture is the same 
as before with the same virtues, per- 
haps more shrewdly capitalized on, 
and many of the same faults. When 
the Technicolor camera is taking you 
for a bobsled ride or skiing down an 
Alpine slope or flying precariously low 
over the snow-capped Dolomites or 
riding in a jet plane landing on and 
taking off from a carrier flight deck, 
the effect is nothing short of breath- 
taking. On the other hand, when it is 
engaged in less hectic varieties of 
sight-seeing, the blurring caused by 
fusing three images becomes distract- 
ingly apparent and the camera de- 
velops a disconcerting tendency to 
“jump,” which is never more irritating 
than in the solemn moments when it 
is photographing Mass in Notre 
Dame. 

Cinerama Holiday has a thread of 
story as connective tissue. A photo- 
genic young American couple goes 
sightseeing in Europe, while a photo- 
genic young Swiss couple tours the 
United States. The domestic, conver- 
sational scenes are pretty trying. This 
is not necessarily an indication that 
Cinerama cannot handle anything 
more intimate than a chorus line. It 
simply affirms that uninspired ama- 
teurism and self-consciously whole- 
some “folksiness” are bound to pall in 
any medium. 

Still the presentation is shrewdly 
geared to popular taste and to giving 
family audiences an impressive and 


newest sleight-of-hand technique for 
getting an unsanctified domestic ar- 
rangement (between Douglas and 
Bella Darvi) past the Production Code 
Administration. (20th Century-Fox) 


varied show for their money. Its spon- 
sors apparently need not worry yet 
over the long-range dramatic possibili- 
ties of the process. The travelogue- 
with-thrills format is good for another 
several years. 

(Stanley Warner Cinerama Corp.) THE SIGN OF THE PAGAN is 
placed about three centuries too late 
to qualify precisely for the “biblical 
epic” cycle. Nevertheless, its account 
of how Attila the Hun was turned 
back at the gates of Rome by a com- 
bination of Roman valor and divine 
intervention mixes pageantry, sex. 
simple-minded action and perfunctory 
religious sentiments for adults accord- 
ing to the familiar and time-tested 
formula, All this, and Technicolor and 
CinemaScope too. In the acting de- 
partment Jack Palance very nearly 
makes Attila, half military genius and 
half slave of superstition, come alive, 
while Jeff Chandler underplays the 
Roman centurion hero with a disarm- 
ing blend of embarrassment and dig- 
nity. The rest of the cast looks pretty 
(Universal-International) 

Mora WALsH 


THE RACERS consists, in large 
measure, of a succession of graphic, 
nerve-tingling and technically stun- 
ning shots of the hazardous sport of 
auto racing, European style. Though 
this may be an inducement to some 
potential spectators, it places the film 
high on the list of pictures I would 
never go to see as a paying customer. 

Plotwise the film is concerned with 
a driver (Kirk Douglas) who lets am- 
bition override every other considera- 
tion but finally relents and joins the 
human race. It is perhaps unique 
among stories about dangerous occu- 
pations in that none of its leading 
men (Gilbert Roland, Cesar Romero, 
Lee J. Cobb) actually gets killed. Less 
edifyingly, it is also noteworthy for _ silly. 
a full-blown demonstration of the 





CRITICS AGREE (and you nill, too) 


with author Russell Kirk who finds “BOOKS ON TRIAL 
not only the most reliable and candid book-review journal 
in this country, but also the best-written.” You will find 
a maximum of information and enjoyment in BOOKS ON 
TRIAL, the only Catholic magazine devoted exclusively 
to books—Catholic and secular, adult and juvenile. Over 
700 books are reviewed each year and there are features 
and columns by prominent writers. 


Subscription price: $3.00 for one year; $5.00 for two years 
Write for complete information and a sample copy. 


BOOKS ON TRIAL 





The Thomas More Association 
210 West Madison Street, Chicago 6, Illinois 





High School and College Graduates 
with little or no Latin 


The Priests 
Of The Sacred Heart 


invite you to join their ranks 
as a Priest or Brother 


High School Graduates thinking of the Priesthood 
Send the Blank below to: 
Dehon —t. of the Sacred Heart, 
Hilltop, Great Barrington, Mass. 


Sth Graders write: 
Divine Heart Seminary 1 Please send your vocational booklet to: 
Donaldson, Indiana 

















Brother Candidates write: Name 
= Heart Mission 
ouse RR. 
Sainte Marie, Illinois oman i (A) 
fin Canada write: City Zone... State___..... 





bet See ees ae ta 


Sacred Heart Seminary 
tario 








Delaware, On : TAI ciciicneciditisins Years of Schooling (or Grade) 


AMERICA FEBRUARY 26, 1955 575 





An entirely different kind of Mari- 
ology goes into its Second Printing 














Modern Man 


Edited by 
Tuomas J. M. Burke, S.J. 


“In Mary and Modern Man, a 
distinguished group of ten authors 
set out to explore an area of her 
influence to which relatively little 
attention has been given, her 
relevance as a cultural ideal for 
modern man ... The book as a 
whole is excellent. We are grate- 
ful to Father Burke and his co- 
authors for a valuable and out- 
standing contribution to Marian 
literature.” 


William G. Most, The Priest 











Ten Authors: 


DANIEL SARGENT 

ConraD PEpLer, O.P. 

Paut F. Pater, S.J. 

C. C. MARTINDALE, S.]. 
Joun LaFarce, S.J. 

Rev. Joun S. KENNEDY 
WILLIAM JUHASZ 

Freperick A. Harkins, S.J. 
Wriu1am A. Donacay, S.J. 
Tuomas J. M. Burke, S.J. 





“A very stimulating inquiry into 
topics seldom touched upon in 
ordinary Marian literature.” 


C. L. Boehm, The Ave Maria 


$3.50 


Available at Catholic Bookstores 
or 
The America Press 
70 East 45th Street 
New York 17, N. Y. 























CORRESPONDENCE 





Catholics and Jews 
Eprtor: Your tribute (Am, 1/22, p. 
416) to Marian Anderson’s successful 
debut at the Metropolitan ‘Opera 
House was beautiful. 

In your Feb. 5 issue you have a 
wonderful Feature “X” by “Sarah By- 
water,” discussing the hostility of 
some Catholics toward Jews. What 
she writes about is all too prevalent. 
As a convert, Southern-born, Method- 
ist-reared, I can’t understand how 
Catholics can ever be so prejudiced, 
since we too are the victims of strong 
prejudices. Personally, I don’t think 
really educated Catholics can harbor 
such prejudices. 

The Catholic press .. . has nurtured 
my faith most wonderfully for 18 
years. (Mrs.) EveLyn REtrss 

Greenwich, Conn. 


Physicians of souls 

Eprror: Dr. Bergen raises a fair ques- 
tion (Am. 2/5) when he asks, in 
reply to my complaint about the in- 
equitable distribution of medical ser- 
vices, whether “spiritual guidance” is 
equitably distributed. 

In my opinion, because of the way 
the Church is organized, it succeeds 
very well in distributing “spiritual 
guidance” according to needs, rather 
than according to the preferences of 
spiritual guides. Bishops assign their 
priests, not according to the revenues 
available in different localities in their 
dioceses, or according to the ad- 
equacy of facilities for the carrying 
out of their ministries, but according 
to the needs of the faithful. 

Even in regard to health facilities, 
nursing orders of nuns have estab- 
lished many hospitals in the South, for 
example, where they are most needed, 
even though the number of the faith- 
ful in any given place may be very 
small. The Catholic Extension Society 
and other agencies support home mis- 
sions in places where the need is great 
but local resources few. The Church 
even sends thousands of priests and 
millions of dollars into foreign mis- 
sion fields in fulfilment of its obliga- 
tion to supply “spiritual guidance” 
where it is needed, regardless of local 
revenues or facilities. 

In regard to doctors, officials of 
the American Medical Association it- 
self recognize the serious problem of 
maldistribution of personnel. It con- 
tends that we have enough doctors 
(a proposition many authorities deny), 
but that they are inequitably distrib- 


uted, with too high a proportion in 
the large cities. The recent report of 
the Government Health Resources 
Committee, headed by Dr. Howard A, 
Rusk, predicts a shortage of doctors 
“for many years to come.” 

It surprises me that a member of 
the medical profession should contest 
the truth of a statement with which 
most medical authorities agree, 

The problem is a civic one. Calling 
attention to it in nowise implies lack 
of appreciation of the great work doc- 
tors do. Priests know very well how 
much we owe to generous members of 
the medical profession. However, the 
very fact that, in spite of good will 
on the part of the medical profession, 
the problem of adequate medical at- 
tention is not nearing a solution, calls 
for some form of government inter- 
vention. I repeat: better poor medical 
attention than none at all. 

(Rev.) Uxric J. PRoELLER 

Blumenfeld 

Orrin P, O., N. Dak. 


Catholic-press questions 

Eprror: Donald J. Thorman’s interest- 
ing article (AM. 2/5) on communism 
as treated in the Catholic weeklies and 
general magazines points up some 
questions that need serious and con- 
tinuing study. 

One, only hinted at by your author, 
could be this: to what degree is the 
typical diocesan weekly actually read? 
Readership analysis, of course, is dif- 
ficult—but some attempt at it seems 
necessary... . 

Secondly, the “influence” of the 
Catholic press in forming the attitudes 
of its readers needs to be studied most 
carefully. Mr. Thorman implies that 
Catholic editors are generally afraid 
to try to change readers’ attitudes, be- 
cause of an acknowledged lack of 
“influence.” 

Thirdly, there are some Catholic 
editors (such as Mr. Thorman of the 
Voice of St. Jude and Don McDonald 
of the Davenport Messenger) who rec 
ognize the lack of speaking out, Car- 
dinal Stritch has urged Catholic edit- 
ors to be a “bit more daring.” What is 
being done and what could be done 
further to diagnose and prescribe for 
this ailment? 

I am sure that many Catholics—both 
editors and readers—would like more 
open discussion and further honest 
appraisal of the Catholic press. 

(Rev.) RAYMOND BERNARD, S.J. 

Social Order 

St. Louis, Mo. 
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